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ON THE COVER: If sports is an obsession in Tyler County (and few would argue that it is), then youth baseball is 
the biggest obession of them all. Baseball dominates sports in the spring and summer of each year in the county.

Discover Tyler County Magazine 2007 is published by Polk County 
Publishing Company, Livingston, Tx. Serving Chester, Colmesneil, Doucette, 
Fred, Hillister, Spurger, Warren and Woodville, Discover Tyler County 
Magazine is a visitors’ guide to the pineywoods of Deep East Texas, with 
emphasis on Tyler County and surrounding areas and is dedicated to the 
people and businesses that make Tyler County such a wonderful community 
to work, live and play.
This publication is a joint effort of Polk County Publishing Company, Tyler 
County Chamber of Commerce and The Tyler County Booster, serving as 
an information resource for area residents, businesses and visitors.
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When Jerri Smart  decided to purchase the oldest house standing in 
Colmesneil, the decaying home of W. T. Colmesneil, person for whom 
the town was named, she had no idea what she was getting into. Now 
its a Museum of the cities history.
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Professional baseball is a tough nut to crack. Many high school atheletes 
strive for it - few make it. But here in Woodville not too long  ago, many 
dreams came true when Chad and Casey Beck were both drafted by major 
league baseball teams.

Tyler County Dogwood Festival: Fun For The Whole Family  Pg. 10
For three magical weeks, from mid-March to early April, Dogwood trees grace Tyler County with 
their white-flowered blossoms. Tyler County folk’s love for these trees spawned a Festival that is cel-
ebrated over three weeks in the spring of each year.

Allan Shivers Library & Museum                                           Pg. 12
Allan Shivers Library and Museum, located at 302 N. Charlton Street in Woodville, has become a reposi-
tory of many historical documents and objects related to Texas Governor Allan Shivers’ life.

Heritage Village: Tyler County History Comes Alive              Pg. 14
People come from all over the world to tour the Village and dine at the Pickett House, says Ofeira Gazzaway, 
Heritage Village director. Altogether, the Village hosts some 30,000 visitors each year.
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“We trade for anything of value!”

1400 S. Magnolia
Lufkin, TX 75901

Phone: (936) 632-1919 
Fax: (936) 632-3696

BIG THICKET
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Big Thicket 
Super 8 Motel

990 N. Pine Street
Kountze, TX 77625

409-246-868

Your Headquarters 
when visiting the 

Big Thicket 
National Preserve

Birding 
Canoeing 

Golfing Packages 
Available

Internet 
Now Available

Dear Readers,
 Like a child at Christmas 
with anticipation and excite-
ment, we welcome you to 
Tyler County through the 
2007 Discover Tyler County 
Magazine.  
 This years issue, like our 
county, has so much to offer.  
Please read the articles and 
ads to see what is happening 
in our area.  
 We are becoming a won-
derful tourist destination 
with four Bed & Breakfasts 
and a new hotel opening 
this year. With our music 
RV parks, lakes, Heritage 
Village, quaint antique 
shops,expanding Art League, 
Case knife show in Spurger, 
Trade Days and Music Fes-
tival and downtown revi-
talization in progress, Tyler 
County has something to of-

fer everyone. 
 As a great place to visit or a 
retirement destination, Tyler 

county is the place to be.  
 Visit us on line at www.
Texasforestcountry.com and 
go to Tyler County or www.
tylercountychamber.org . 
Sincerely,
Susie Winn
2007 Tyler County Chamber 
Of Commerce President

by Elizabeth Adkisson

 Jerri Smart is a petite pow-
erhouse who runs a couple of 
small businesses in the sleepy 
community of Colmesneil, 
Texas.  But she is a dreamer 
of the first order.  
 When she was growing up 
there, the town still had many 
businesses and even one hotel.  
But she watched the businesses 
and buildings disappear one 
by one as what once was the 
largest town in Tyler County 
made the decent that so many 
towns in this region did.  They 
shrunk as the lumber mills 
closed and the railroads moved 
away.  One day she determined 
that something had to be done 
to halt the complete disappear-
ance of the past.
 That was the day she decided 
to purchase the oldest house 
standing, the decaying home of 
W. T. Colmesneil, the conduc-
tor on the first railroad train 
that came through the area 
and the person for whom the 
town was named.  Her friend, 
Billy Gregory, had already se-
cured the old Colmesneil train 
depot and had been collecting 
railroad memorabilia for some 
time.  
 Jerri began negotiating for 

Off The Tracks In Colmesneil
The W.T. Colmesneil House

Continued on next page..

The W.T. Colmesneil House after renovation.
the house and lassoing Billy 
into putting up half the price. 
When the price was finally 
settled, Billy said, “If you got 
the money, I got the money.” 
After seeing the condition 
of the place, Jerri’s husband’s 
response was, “You’ve lost your 
mind!” 
 The house was built in 1883 
during the period when the 
railroad stopped at Colmesneil. 
Trains carried away lumber 
from the Yellow Pine Mill, 

Tyler County Art League: 
Growing With Tyler County
 From its birth on February 
18, 2003, Tyler County Art 
League has been on a steady 
course of growth. This year has 
seen that growth accelerate, 
as the League purchased the 
building housing the Gallery 
and expanded next door with 
new space for classes.
 But art doesn’t just happen.  
Most   a r t i s t s  u sua l l y  
work alone in their home or 
studio. Because creation is so 
often done in private, most 
people who have never faced 
a blank canvas or sheet of 
paper think that inspiration 
just flows effortlessly  onto the 
medium until a work of art 
is created. After all, the only 
thing the patron usually sees 
is the finished product. Well, 
folks, it just doesn’t happen 
that way. Artists work many 
hours at times to translate 
their vision into a finished 
work of art.
 An Art Gallery doesn’t just 
happen, either. Before the first 
painting is hung on the walls, 
many volunteers have spent 
hundreds of hours making it 
possible. Translating the vi-
sion of an art gallery for Tyler 
County into reality must be 
a labor of love. Thanks to the 
vision and tireless work of 
members of the Tyler County 
Art League, that dream is now 
a reality.
 Artistic Expressions Gal-

lery, located in downtown 
Woodville and owned by Tyler 
County Art League, is filled 
with art representing the talent 
of over 60 artists, an amazing 
number when you consider 
that just a little less than two 
years ago, there was no Tyler 
County Art League and no 
Gallery.
 “In October 2002, a few 
artists got together to talk 
about the idea and concept of 
starting an art league,” Judith 
Haney, Art League president 
explained. “With researching 
and asking surrounding Art 
Leagues about how to do it, our 
group decided to do it on our 
own.” On February 18, 2003 
the Tyler County Art League 
was officially born.
 Tyler County Dogwood 
Festival of the Arts was the 
first event the group officially 
participated in. They were two 
weeks old at the time.
 “Mainly, we participated in 
2003 just to let people know 
that Tyler County had an Art 
League,” Haney said. The 
League had a total of eight 
members at that time. After 
the Festival, the group grew 
to 15 members. Now the 
membership is in the hundreds 
and the dream has become a 
success.
 The Fine Art Centre & Gal-
lery is located at 210 W. Bluff 
(Hwy 190 W.) in Woodville.
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rocks from Rockland for the 
jetties in Galveston and people 
traveling to Beaumont and 
beyond.  At its height, the town 
had three hotels, many stores, 
a doctor, a pharmacy, a jail, a 
saloon and an opera house.  
When Jerri and Billy pur-
chased the house, they found 
it infested with termites and 
suffering from neglect, unsub-
stantial add-ons and less than 
adequate repair efforts. That 

was 2002.  Jerri sold her beauty 
shop in Silsbee and began the 
renovation, reclamation proj-
ect.  
 The front porch, which faced 
the railroad and not the road, 
had fallen off, as had one of the 
two fireplaces.  Some walls were 
standing only because they 
were supported by the glue 
holding up cheap paneling.  It 
took two assaults by a termite 
exterminator to get rid of the 

termite infestation, but then 
came the discovery that large 
rats had been building nests 
in the walls for years.  But one 
would have trouble imagining 
all that looking at the house 
today.
 As of October 29, 2006, 
the house was ready for the 
Grand Opening.  It was a 
quiet, beautiful fall day.  The 
leaves were finally beginning to 
turn.  Dappled sunlight fell on 
the house and its first official 
visitors.  Walking up the new 
brick path to the front porch, 
those visitors had little idea of 
all the labor leading up to that 
moment.
 Before came years of discov-
ering what was in the house, 
under the house, missing from 
the house and how to solve 
hundreds of challenges.  All 
the doors, windows, baseboards 
and hardware are original.  The 
floors are the original heart 
pine and curly pine.  Many of 

the board walls are exposed and 
painted, others have wall paper 
as did the original walls.  The 
house is on pillars and one of 
them was actually a 340-year 
old stump, a section of which 
has been removed for eventual 
display.   
 The house, when constructed, 
was unpainted and had only 
been painted twice in its 
lifetime.  The second job was 
very incomplete, not covering 
anything leaning against the 
house.  So, it was possible to 
discover the original color of 
this exposed buttermilk paint.  
The house now sports that 
paint color.  Behind baseboards 
were pieces of the original wall-
paper.  Under the house was the 
original front door and some of 
the bricks from the fireplace.  
With those bricks and others 
from local chimneys that were 
coming down, the renovators 
have been able to rebuild the 
missing fireplace with bricks 

originally made at the old brick 
factory in Colmesneil . 
 The furnishings are of the 
period but not of this particu-
lar house.  They are beautiful 
antiques that might be a cut 
above what furnished the 
original farmhouse, but they 
are all interesting.  Some Jerri 
found through her antiques 
business, others were gener-
ously donated.  One should 
especially look for the ornate 
pump organ, the spinning 
wheel and the wood-burning 
stove. The jewel of the exhibits 
is the dining set from Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s Pullman car, 
along with the cabinet hous-
ing the intercom system he 
used to communicate with the 
engineer.  
 There are lots of small trea-
sures on display in every nook 
and cranny, many of them con-
nected with railroad history.  A 
room at the back of the house is 
a library Jerri hopes to fill with 
historical books about East 

Texas and its inhabitants.
 For several years Jerri and 
Billy worked on the house, 
but this year volunteers began 
to help with the restoration.  
None of the work was easy 
but the results are charming.  
One of the volunteers, Martha 
Stark, contributed the original 
painting that hangs above one 
of the fireplaces.  It pictures a 
locomotive steaming through 
the piney woods, a sight that 
Mr. Colmesneil must have 
enjoyed from his front porch.
 The Colmesneil House is 
at 601 South Pitzer Street.  
Take Highway 256 east from 
Highway 69, turn south on 
Pitzer and look for the sign 
on the right. The house will be 
open Fridays through Sundays 
from 2-6 p.m. and by special 
appointment.  
 It will also be available for 
booking special events.  For 
tour and event information, 
contact Jerri Smart at 409-
283-1332.  

Martin Dies Jr.

STATE 
PARK

• Family Recreation •  Camping
• Swimming •  Hiking
•  Resource Programs

• Group Dining Hall Available

Hwy. 190, 17 Miles East of Woodville

(409) 384-5231
(409) 384-9971

STATE 
PARK



EAST TEXAS LARGEST
PORTABLE BUILDING DEALER

Barn with Roll-Up Door

We have Buildings 
AVAILABLE NOW!!!

707 Southview Circle   Center, TX 75935

(800) 338-2472

Phil Hennigan

Portable Buildings
Classrooms

Modular Buildings 
Carports

RV & Boat Covers

Gloria Russell Childrens Ministry

(409) 837-9990 
www.changinggenerations.org

• Kids Crusades
• After School Bible Clubs
• Homeland Teen Missionaries
• Summer Camp
• Bible Teacher Training
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Dogwood Hills Baptist Church

Sunday:
9:45 am - Bible Studies for all ages
11:00 am - Worship
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Relevant Bible Study
Blended Worship

Children & Youth Activities

823 Hwy 190 W • Woodville, TX • (409) 283-3202

Dogwood
Trophy & Graphics

Trophies • Plaques • Signs

1900 W. Bluff Woodville, Texas 75979

(409)283-7633
www.dogwoodtrophy.com

Your Local Source For...

Complete Line of Printing

Our goal is to do quality work in a 
short time for a reasonable price.

Casey Beck Chad Beck

by Dave Youngblood

 When you consider the 
number of young men who 
take to the playing fields each 
year on high school and col-
lege baseball teams across the 
country, you know right away 
that those who ‘make it’ or go 
on to continue their careers at 
the professional level are truly 

a select group. 
 Major League baseball or ‘the 
big show’ as it is often referred 
to is the field of many a young 
man’s dreams and, for most, 
only a dream. But, here in 
Woodville not too long  ago, 
many dreams came true when 
Chad and Casey Beck were 
both drafted by major league 
baseball teams.

 Chad, a junior at the Univer-
sity of Lousisana-Lafayette, 
and Casey, a freshman at 
Houston’s San Jacinto College, 
added another page to their 
impressive baseball stories 
with their ‘big show’ selections 
and fueled an already hot local 
baseball fever.
 Both of the Beck brothers 
had memorable high school 
athletic careers. All Star nomi-
nations, All District honors, 
All State awards and always 
in multiple sports. But baseball 
was always number one. Never 
more evident than when Chad 
turned down a four-year free 
ride to Lafayette to play tight 
end for a junior college base-
ball berth in Panola County. 
It turns out it was the right 
move.
 Making the right move might 
be a difficult task for a teen 
struggling with big choices 

but maybe not so tough for 
one raised the right way. And 
the Becks were. That’s easy to 
see now and it was easy to see 
back when they were playing 
on fields wearing the gold and 
black of the Eagles. When 
asked about their accomplish-
ments or their games, they 
looked you straight in the eye 
and talked about their teams. 
Casey, a feature quarterback 
on the gridiron, never once 
accepted praise for a Woodville 
success. It was because of the 
line or the defense. 
 Their parents, Tammy and 
Kelly, gave their boys values 
when many young people aren’t 
sure how to spell the word. If 
you met either off the field 
or away from campus, they 
reached out to shake your hand 
and say hello first.
 Little wonder then that when, 
less than two months after 

Casey led the Eagles to the 
2005 State baseball champi-
onship and earned the Most 
Valuable Player award, an 
entire community mourned 
deeply when Tammy passed 
away so suddenly. The true 
‘Team Mom’ that cheered end-
lessly for everyone, had a gleam 
in her eye whenever the Eagles 
were mentioned, and on most 
days had to step over players 
and friends who crowded her 
home whenever there wasn’t a 
game.
 Many still mourn the loss and, 
surely, both boys carry a heavy 
burden but they have carried 
it well. More evidence of the 
values they learned and live. 
They have continued to work 
hard, to give what they have 
and make something better. 
For so many who get the op-
portunity, it passes them by but, 
for the Becks, you know their 
first step in the majors will lead 
to headlines in the future.

 “They’ve had so much to deal 
with and even though they’ve 
dealt with it differently, you 
know that Tammy is such a big 
part of who they are,” said their 
aunt Suzanne Rigby. “They 
know what an opportunity 
this is, they know what it can 
mean for them and they’re both 
winners. I’m sure we’re going to 
hear lots more about them.”   
 Casey was the first to be 
drafted. He was picked in the 
eighth round by the Atlanta 
Braves and has joined their 
rookie team in Florida. Chad 
was selected shortly later in 
the fourteenth round by the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and is 
on the roster of their Class A 
team in Yakima, Washington. 
Both will see their first ac-
tion on their new teams this 
week.
 Casey is coming off a success-
ful first season at San Jacinto. 
The Gators number one closer, 
he helped the team advance 

to the NCAA Junior College 
World Series two weeks ago 
where they finished third.
 This past season in Lafayette, 
Chad posted a 2-2 record in 
limited appearances with 38 
strikeouts in only 30 innings 
and opposing hitters struggled 
to a .206 average against 
him.
 Although there were two 
other brother combinations in 

this year’s draft, it is a rare event. 
Prior to this draft, the last time 
two brothers were drafted the 
same year was 1997.
 With the signings, Woodville 
may possibly have gained a star 
on the national baseball map 
but, surely and more impor-
tantly, the Beck signings have 
further secured a place in the 
hearts of all Tyler Countians 
for these two young men.

Lightening 
Sometimes 

DOES Strike 
Twice In 

The Same 
Place!
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Tyler County Dogwood Festival: Great Fun For The Whole Family
It happens every spring in Tyler 
County. For three magical 
weeks from mid-March to 
early April, dogwood trees 
grace Tyler County with their 
white-flowered blossoms. If 
there’s one thing residents of 
Woodville and Tyler County 
love, it’s their trees. After all, 

the county is in the heart of 
the Big Thicket.
 And almost as much as they 
love their trees, they love to 
celebrate. Combine the two 
and you get the annual Dog-
wood Festival, Tyler County’s 
premier event each year. The 
three-weekend event will kick 

2006 Dogwood Festival Queen Payton Brown

off with the Festival of the Arts 
at Heritage Village Museum 
on March 20, followed by 
Western Weekend on March 
27 and Dogwood Weekend on 
April 4.

Historical perspective

 The Dogwood Festival dates 
back to 1940, when it was 
founded by lifelong Tyler 
County resident James Ed-
ward Wheat. After taking a 
brief hiatus during World War 
II, the festival returned and 
has become firmly established 
as an East Texas tradition.
 “The Dogwood Festival is 
the root of our hometown,” 
former Woodville Mayor Jim-
mie Cooley says. “It’s so good 
that we can do this because our 
town and county are so pretty 
in the springtime.”
 The continuation of the fes-
tival, which has lasted more 
than 60 years, is a tribute to 
the commitment of volunteers, 
says Fred Sullivan, a president 
of the Dogwood Festival Per-
manent Directors.
Dedicated volunteers

 “As one group of volunteers 
moves away or passes on, there 
has been somebody else to step 
in and take their place,” he says. 
“I think the Dogwood Festival 

has meant a lot to Woodville 
and Tyler County through the 
years because many people 
associate Woodville and Tyler 
County with the festival.”
 The event kicks off with the 
Festival of the Arts at Heri-
tage Village Museum. The 
19th-century-era buildings 
of the Village come alive with 
blacksmithing demonstra-
tions, spinners and weavers, 
quilters, painters, period music 
and food vendors. 
 This year the Festival of the 
Arts Festival is expanding to 
two full days of activities.

Happy trails

 The second weekend of the 
festival, Western Weekend, 
includes arts, crafts and food 
vendors on the courthouse 
square in downtown Wood-
ville, one of the largest trail 
rides in the state with trail rid-
ers converging on Saturday for 
a parade through downtown 
and the Western Weekend 
Rodeo. 
 The final weekend of the fes-
tival features the Big Thicket 
Arts and Crafts Fair on the 
courthouse square, a classic 
car show, a colorful parade 
through downtown, the regal 
coronation of the Dogwood 
Queen, the oldest outdoor 

historical drama in the South 
and a fireworks show. 
 The fireworks show provides 
quite a flourish to an event that 
draws visitors from hundreds 
of miles away and follows the 
Queen’s crowning.
 “The tradition of crowning 
a Dogwood Queen has been 

a beautiful thing for all these 
years,” 2002 Dogwood Queen 
Sara Erdek said. “If anything, 
it’s more special now than 
ever.”  This year, the Festival 
of the Arts will be held March 
17, Western Weekend March 
30 and Queen’s Weekend and 
Pageant April 7.
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Allan Shivers Library & Museum: Rich With Local & State History
 Governor Allan Shivers 
(1907-1985) might have been 
born in Lufkin, but he grew 
up in Woodville across the 
street from the courthouse in 
Tyler County, so Tyler County 
folks consider him a “native 
son.” Allan Shivers Library 
and Museum, located at 302 
N. Charlton Street in Wood-
ville, has become a repository 
of many historical documents 
and objects related to this 
popular Governor’s life.
     The building housing the 
Museum was built by Robert 
A. Cruse in 1881 and moved 
from its original location in 
1963 to make way for a mo-
tel. The Shivers secured the 
building and had it moved to 
the present location where it 
was restored and converted 
into a museum for the collec-

tion and display of mementos of the Allan Shivers guber- natorial service. At this same time, they also built a com-
pletely equipped library.
     The museum, which offers 
tours Weekdays from 9 a.m. 
until 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., is 
filled on two floors with the 
historical and the simply 
interesting. The first room 
to the right when you enter 
the museum is decorated as 
a typical Victorian parlor, 
complete with sofa, chairs, 
chandelier and an old family 
album bond in Velvet.
     At the rear of the museum 
is the rare books room, filled 
with Shiver’s private collec-
tion of books and periodicals. 
New documents recently add-
ed to this collection include a 
Welcome Dinner Invitation  
from President Kennedy for 
Nov. 22, 1963 (which did not 

happen because Kennedy was 
assassinated, and a document 
related to the Dedication of 
Amistad Dam in 1969.
     Also new in the lower hall 
is a photograph of the first 
President Bush and his son 
fishing. In the upper hall is 
a Christmas card from the 
Bushes from 1998.
     The upper floor features 
the Trophy Room, which 
features animal trophies and 
objects from Central Africa 
the Governor obtained on 
safari with his sons in 1971 
and 1973. At the head of the 
stairs on the upper story is a 
picture of Mrs. Shivers in an 
inaugural ball gown.
     The North Room features 
exhibits in glass cases, in-
cluding Festival gowns worn 
by their daughter, Marialice 

Sue (Sissie), as she represent-
ed Austin during high school 
and college days.
     Shivers graduated from 
Port Arthur High School 
in 1924 and attended Port 
Arthur College in 1925 (his 
father had moved to Port Ar-
thur when Shivers was 16, to 

practice law and later become 
a district judge). Shivers 
dropped out of college to work 
in the railroad shops at Port 
Arthur. He later returned 
to the University of Texas at 
Austin and became president 
of the student body.

Continued on Page 20
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J. Michael Risinger
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WILLS & PROBATE • REAL ESTATE

FREE INITIAL 
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(409) 283-2324
314 South Magnolia • Woodville

Not Certified By The Texas Board Of Legal Specialization

     A stroll through the grounds 
of  Heritage Village Museum 
with longtime Tyler County  
resident Jack Whitmeyer is a
walk through history.
 The 82-year-old retired 
electronics engineer is as 
responsible as any one person 
for the vibrancy of the Village 
today, but you’d never hear 

Heritage Village: Tyler County History Comes Alive
such words from his lips. 
Indeed, Whitmeyer, who has 
had a hand in constructing or 
restoring most of the buildings 
in the Village shrugs off any 
praise.
 “I was raised in the 
country 80 or so years ago,” 
says the affable Whitmeyer. 
“Grandpa used to say, ‘If you 

want a house, get out there 
and build the darn thing.’ ”
 And that’s exactly what 
he has done at the Village. 
Whitmeyer recalls that he 
got involved in construction 
at Heritage Village when he 
told Village founder Clyde 
Gray, “If I ever retire, I’m 
going to come up here and 
straighten this darn mess 
out.”
 He did that and then 
some. Whitmeyer has done 
everything from restoring the 
City of Houston’s 1903 clock, 
which once was on display 
at the Village, to building 
a schoolhouse and other 
structures. His passion for 
history is reflected in the way 
he relates the story of how 
the Village came to be.
 What eventually has 
become the premier pioneer 

historical setting in East Texas 
began in the early 1950s when 
Clyde Gray and his wife, Bill, 
moved from Beaumont to 
Tyler County and began a 
goat farm. Fittingly, Clyde 
was an artist.
 “The first time I ran into 
him, Woodville’s finest had 
U.S. 190 blocked off, and 
he was sitting in the middle 
of the street painting the 
building where the Tyler 
County Booster is now,” 
Whitmeyer says. “The police 
put a barricade around Clyde, 
and there was about one car 
an hour that passed by.”

Anchor started it all

 The couple bought the 
old Rainey Strawberry Farm, 
the current site of Heritage 
Village. 

 “For something to do, Bill 
went out behind their house 
and planted a little garden,” 
Whitmeyer says. “She put 
out fliers that read, “Heritage 
Garden – view it while Clyde 
paints your picture.”
 Soon thereafter, the 
shipping company owned by 
Bill Gray’s family dredged 

up a Civil War-era anchor, 
and Clyde and Bill brought 
it to Tyler County for display. 
The anchor, according to 
Whitmeyer, could have come 
from a Union gunship.
 That was the beginning of 
the rich historical collection 
at what would become 

Continued on Page 20

Continued on Page 25



WOODVILLE
(on the square across from the courthouse)

(409) 283-9000

LIVINGSTON
(1/4 mile past Wal-Mart on the right)

(936) 327-4601

A & M 
Wireless

Bob’s 
Pawn Shop

Two Locations to Serve You!!
105 E. Bluff  (Hwy 190)  Woodville   283-7691

Hwy 190 West Shopping Center  Newton   379-2057

Open
Monday thru Saturday

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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The Big Thicket: A Convergence 
Of Ecosystems
 Get off the beaten path. 
Explore the back country. 
Experience the thrill of seeing 
a rare species of bird. Enjoy a 
leisurely canoe trip. Soak in the 
scenery beneath a cathedral of 
pines.
 Visitors to the Big Thicket 
National Preserve can do all 
these things and more in one 
of the nation’s few remain-
ing pristine forests. Rich in 
biological diversity, the pre-
serve encompasses more than 
97,000 acres in and around 
Tyler County. The Big Thicket 
Visitors Center is located just 
south of Tyler County on U.S. 
69 near Kountze.
 A convergence of ecosystems 
occurred in the Big Thicket 
during the last Ice Age. It 
brought together, in one geo-
graphical location, the eastern 
hardwood forests, the Gulf 
coastal plains and the Midwest 
prairies.
 On Dec. 15, 1981, the 
preserve was designated an 
International Biosphere Re-
serve by the United Nations 
Education, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization’s Man and 
the Biosphere Program. The 
American Bird Conservancy 
has recognized the preserve 
as a Globally Important Bird 

Area.
 “The Big Thicket has an 
Astonishing natural resource 
as well as a close tie to ancient 
history,” says Seth Davidson.
 Davidson notes that 
Tyler County makes for an 
ideal day trip destination for 
residents of Greater Houston. 
The county is approximately 
a two-hour drive from the 
Houston area.
 “You can go from a very 
urban area to some of the 
most beautiful and pristine 
wildlife viewing in Texas,” 
Davidson says. “Tyler, Jasper 
and Newton counties offer 
some of the most scenic 
drives in the United States.”
 Boasting some 250 
winged species, the Big 
Thicket is a virtual paradise for 
birders, he says. The preserve 
is part of The Great Texas 
Coastal Birding Trail, Upper 
Texas Coast. Among the 
species that may be observed 
in the Thicket are shorebirds, 
migrant songbirds, thrushes, 
herons, egrets, pine warblers, 
bald eagles and the beautiful 
red cockaded woodpecker.
 “The Big Thicket is a 
totally spectacular birding 
destination on the Upper 
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Texas Coast that, over the 
course of a few miles, is 
transformed into a different 
kind of habitat,” Davidson 
says. “If you go to the Upper 
Texas Coast to look at birds in 
the spring, you look at birds 
just flying through. They are 
moving on and far to the 
north into Eastern woodland 
forest and to Canada.
 “But there is a group 
of those birds whose final 
destination is the Big Thicket. 
That’s where they will breed 
and raise their young. They’re 
not just flying through. You 
can listen to them sing, watch 
their breeding behavior and 
get a completely different 
picture of them than you 
would at High Island or in 
Galveston.”
 But birds aren’t the only 
wildlife that may be viewed 

in the Big Thicket. According 
to Davidson, one might be 
fortunate enough to catch a 
glimpse of a mountain lion 
along the Pitcher Plant Trail 
near Warren, wild hogs 
near the Turkey Creek Trail 
or alligators at Magnolia 
Ridge. Deer and wild hogs 
also abound throughout the 
preserve.
     When one considers the 
myriad species of flora, fauna 
and insects, along with rivers, 
streams and creeks, the Big 
Thicket emerges as a premier 
destination for both the 
casual observer and serious 
naturalists and birders.
 In addition to birding, 
wildlife and nature viewing, 
the Thicket attracts hikers (to 
its eight trails with more than 
45 miles of hiking), anglers, 
hunters, photographers, 

campers and horseback 
riders. There’s also off-road 
bicycling, canoeing, kayaking 
and boating.
 Another popular nearby 
recreational area is B.A. 
Steinhagen Lake and adjacent 
Martin Dies Jr. State Park. 
The lake offers acres of fish-
ing, boating and swimming, 

The Big Thicket: A Convergence Of Ecosystems...
and the park hosts campers 
and nature lovers who come 
to explore its many trails.

Continued from Page 17

Planning A Big 
Thicket Adventure?
Check out the map 

on Page 22



2007 Chevrolet Silverado

Larry Trest
Auto Broker, Inc.

1621 South Magnolia Street
Woodville, TX
(409) 283-8211
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     Shivers received his bachelor’s degree from UT in 1931 
and was admitted to the state bar the same year, two years 
before receiving a LL.B degree. He began his law practice in 
Port Arthur in 1931 and three years later entered Democratic 
politics by winning the election to the State Senate from the 
fourth district. At that time, he was the youngest member to 
sit in the Texas Senate. In 1945, Shivers was chosen to suc-
ceed Lieutenant Governor John Lee Smith. Beaufort Jester 
was elected Governor, but died on July 12, 1948. Shivers was 
sworn in as governor following Beaufort’s death and won 
election in his own right in 1950. Shivers died in Austin on 
January 14, 1985.

Allan Shivers Library & Museum... from pg. 13
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TIRE & WHEEL CENTERS
Alignments  •  Wheels
Brakes  •  A/C Work

1116 A South Magnolia  •  Woodville
(409) 283-8191
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Heritage Village Museum. 
Soon thereafter, Gray added 
the 19th-century vintage Tolar 
Cabin and the old Midway 
School, which since the 
early 1970s has housed the 
world-famous Pickett House 
restaurant.

A place to find one’s roots

 People come from all 
over the world to tour the 
Village and dine at the Pickett 
House, says Ofeira Gazzaway, 
Heritage Village director. 
Altogether, the Village hosts 
some 30,000 visitors each 
year.
 A more recent addition to 
the Village is the Whitmeyer 
Genealogical Library. 
Whitmeyer says the facility 
began when he donated “a 

Heritage Village:History Comes Alive
couple of pickup truck loads” 
of historical books about 
Tyler County. The library has 
now grown to be a major East 
Texas research facility.
 “We have large 
blacksmithing, quilting, 
archeological and Indian 
collections,” he says. “For 
years, people sat on the steps 
with grandma and were told 
family stories. The research 
library is a place where people 
find their lost family history.”
    Tyler County nearly lost 
the Village in the mid-1980s 
when Gray, who died in 1989, 
wanted to donate the property 
to the Texas Historical 
Commission. Knowing that 
the county would then own 
the Village – and might, in 
the future, decide to sell it — 
a local fundraising effort was 

mounted instead, to buy the 
Village for the perpetual use, 
entertainment and education 
of local residents and visitors.
 The Heritage Society 
was formed in 1987 and 
raised $125,000 in 45 days. 
The nonprofit organization, 
made up of many dedicated 
volunteers, is committed to 
keeping the Village operating 
for many, many years to 
come.
    Throughout the year, the 
Village hosts such events as 
the Whispers in the Wind 
outdoor historical drama, 
depicting the founding of Tyler 
County through romance and 
adventure surrounding the 
Wilson family, who lived near 
Chester; the Festival of the 
Arts in the spring (part of the 
annual Dogwood Festival); 

the Harvest Festival each fall; 
Storytelling Night in the late 
summer and the Candlelight 
Christmas Tour.
 During most events, the 
Village comes alive with live 
music, dancing, arts and crafts 
demonstrators, Civil War 
reenactments, food vendors 
and more. 
 The  main thing, 
Whitmeyer says, is that the 
Village  is helping  to teach 
new generations  about how 
their grandparents, great 
grandparents and those who 
forged into Tyler County in 
the 1800s lived.
 “The Village,” concludes 
Whitmeyer, “is here for 
everybody.”
 Heritage Village is 
located on Hwy 190 west of 
Woodville.

Continued from Page 15



Tyler CounTy aT a GlanCe
Mileage from Woodville

Beaumont.....................................54
Houston......................................106
New Orleans..............................330
Dallas.........................................247
Austin.........................................266

Tyler County census totals

1970.....................................12,417
1980.....................................16,223
1990.....................................16,646
1997.....................................19,672
2000.....................................21,560

Sales tax structure

State.....................................6.25%
City............................................1.5%
County......................................0.5%

Total sales tax rate.................8.25%

Property tax structure
(Based on $100 valuation)

County.................................0.4083
County Special.................0.1897  
CCW/City of  Woodvi l le. . .0.421
SB/Chester ISD....................1.54
SC/Colmesneil  ISD...............1.4987
SS/Spurger ISD....................1.95
SW/Warren ISD.....................1.5
SA/Woodville ISD.................1.59
FDDB/Dam B Fire..................0.0226
E S D 1 / I v a n h o e . . . . . . . . . 0 . 1 0 0
FDS/Spurger Fire................0.030
FD/Warren Fire....................0.0297
FDWT/White Tail Ridge Fire...0.0256
FDF /Fred Fire....................0.0203
FDC/Colmesneil Fire..............0.030
Hospital District...................0.0917

Local government

Woodville...General Law Munici-
pality/Mayor and Council. Council 
meets on the second Monday of each 
month at Woodville City Hall at 6 p.m.
Mayor......................409-283-2234
City Administrator......409-283-2234
Chester.....................936-969-2360
Colmesneil................409-837-5211
County....County Judge and four com-
missioners for four precincts. Com-
missioners court meets the second 
Monday of each month at 10 a.m. in 
the commissioners’ courtroom on the 
first floor of the county courthouse in 
Woodville. They also meet the follow-
ing Friday at 8:30 a.m.

County Judge............409-283-2141

Appraisal District........409-283-3736
District 1-A Judge........409-283-5334
88th District Judge.....409-246-5151
District Attorney...........409-283-8136
County Auditor............409-283-3652
County Clerk.............409-283-2281
District Clerk..............409-283-2162
Tax Assessor.............409-283-2734
Treasurer.................409-283-3054
Veterans Services.....409-283-3751
J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  P e a c e 
Courts...............
 
Precinct 1...................409-283-3631
Precinct 2..................409-283-7748
Precinct 3.................409-837-2447
Precinct 4.................409-429-7129

County Commissioners

Precinct 1-2...............409-283-7296
Precinct 3-4................409-283-7013
Constables, Precincts 1-4.................
................................409-283-2172
Adult Protective Services..................
..................................409-283-3765
Treasurer.............409-283-3054
County Extension Agent....................
.................................409-283-8284
Health Dept................409-283-2929
Caring is Sharing.......409-283-5800
Human Services........409-283-3765
Driver’s License.........409-283-7757
Motor Vehicle.............409-283-2734
Forest Service...........409-283-3785

Public service numbers

Sheriff.....................409-283-2172
Emergency............................911
Sheriff...................409-283-2172

Fire Department

Woodville...................409-283-2183
All  other f i re departments are 
dispatched through Woodvi l le 
or  the Ty ler  County Sher i f f ’s 
office......................409-283-2172

Public schools

Chester......................936-969-2211
Colmesneil.................409-837-5757
Spurger.....................409-429-3464
Warren....................409-547-2241
Woodville...................409-283-3752

Private school

St. Paul’s Episcopal School.............
.................................409-283-3710

Colleges

Angelina College..................50 miles       
Lufkin campus.....936-633-5247
Lamar University...................54 miles

Beaumont............409-880-8301
Sam Houston St. Univ.........75 miles
Huntsvil le...........936-294-1040
Stephen F. Austin St. Univ......70 miles
Nacogdoches......936-468-2504

Library

Allan Shivers Library & Musuem in 
Woodville.................409-283-3709

Community centers

Colmesneil...........409-837-5211

Utilities

Sam Houston Electric Cooperative, 
Inc..............................409-283-8251
Entergy............1-800-368-3749

Te l e p h o n e   s e r v i c e  ( S B C ) :
Residential..............1-800-464-7928
Commercial............1-800-499-7928

Water

Chester......................936-969-2310
Colmesneil................409-837-5211
Woodville..................409-283-2234

Recreational facilities

- 13,800-acre Steinhagen Lake
- 114,500-acre Lake Sam Rayburn
- 90,000-acre Lake Livingston
- Dogwood Hills Golf Course
- Campgrounds
- Hiking trails
- Lighted baseball complex
- Rodeo arena

Communications

- Newspapers (daily) -- Houston 
Chronicle, Beaumont Enterprise, 
Lufkin Daily News
- Newspapers (weekly) -- Tyler County 
Booster, Jasper NewsBoy, Polk 
County Enterprise
- Radio -- KWUD-AM 1490
-Television (cable) -- CMA Cablevi-
sion, 409-384-6862

Classic Digital Cable, 800-999-
6845

Post offices
Chester..................936-969-2595
Colmesneil.................409-837-5246
Dam B..................409-429-2646
Doucette.............1-800-275-8777
Fred....................409-429-5133
Hillister..................409-283-5793
Spurger................409-429-3834
Warren................409-547-3619
Woodville..............409-283-2191

Weather

- Average temp...........67 degrees
- Annual rainfall..........56 inches
- Record high.........106 (July 1954)
- Record low.................6 (Jan. 1962)

Air service

- Tyler County Airport
- Jefferson County Airport..60 miles
- Bush Intercontinental Airport.85 m
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THE POWER OF PEOPLE

1-800-ENTERGY               www.entergy.com

SM

Tyler CounTy Chamber member DireCTory
Accounting ServiceS

Kings Accounting
P.O. Box 816
Woodville, TX 75979
Kathy Lewis 
409-283-8468
409-200-1607 CELL
409-283-2758 FAX

Tucker’s Tax & Accounting
4022 Hwy. 69 S.
Woodville, TX 75979
Wayne Tucker
409-283-7942
409-283-7952 FAX
tuckerstax@att.net

Air conditioning/ HeAting 
contrActorS

All Around A/C & 
Refrigeration
HC4 Box 1610
Colmesneil, TX 75938
Don Raley 
409-837-5710
409-382-2898 CELL 

Rainey Air Conditioning, Inc.
103 N. Pecan 
Woodville, TX 75979
Mike Williams
409-283-3696
409-283-7288 FAX

Vance’s Air Conditioning & 
Heating
P.O. Box 591
Woodville, TX 75979
409-837-5361
409-837-9633 FAX

AmbulAnce Service

Dogwood EMS
P.O. Box 703 

Colmesneil, TX 75938
Byron Stowe
409-283-3908
409-429-0955 CELL
409-283-3877 ALT
409-331-9919 FAX
dogwoodems@sbcglobal.net

AntiqueS

Another Time Antiques
68 Campers Cove
Woodville, TX 75979
Millie Warner
409-283-2119

ApArtmentS

Dogwood Terrace
1501 S. Magnolia 
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-3100
409-283-3121 FAX

Pineywoods Terrace Apts.
65 Cobb Mill Rd.
Woodville, TX 75979
Karen Greaff
409-283-3592
409-283-6733 FAX

AppliAnceS

Magnolia Appliance
402 S. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
Casey Tolar
409-283-7331
409-283-7330 FAX

Mann Furniture & Appliance
1123 S. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
Lee Mann
409-283-8286
409-283-3534 FAX
mannfurniture@sbcglobal.

net

Art gAllery

June Reid’s Fine Art Gallery
Rt. 4 Box 1565
Colmesneil, TX 75938
June Reid
409-837-2300
936-676-1693 CELL

ASSiSted living

The Orchard
805 W. Dogwood St.
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-5678
409-283-2044 FAX

AttorneyS

Jerome Owens Law Firm P.C.
130 S. Charleton
Woodville, TX 75979
Jerome Owens
409-283-2586
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Pineywoods Terrace
Apartments
Senior Citizens  •  Handicapped  •  Disabled

welcomes you to Tyler County

Enjoy your stay and 
make plans to come back

Go Camping at Lake Tombigbee
Fishing

Canoeing
Tipi Rentals

Hiking
Cabin Rentals

Pavilion

Alabama-Coushatta Tribe
571 State Park Road 56 • Livingston, Tx 77351

(936) 563-1100

Gallery Showcases Original Art
of Exceptional Quality

Classes and Workshops Available
Youth and Adult

HOURS
Tuesday-Friday 10-5  •  Saturday 10-3

After-hours by appt.

(409) 283-2788
WE ACCEPT MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Located 1 block west of Courthouse Square
210 West Bluff (Hwy 190 West)

TYLER COUNTY ART LEAGUE
FINE ART CENTRE & GALLERY

409-283-7546 FAX

Orgain Bell & Tucker, L.L.P.
560 S. 4th St.
Silsbee, TX 77656
David J. Fisher
409-386-0386
409-386-0900 FAX
djf@obt.com
www.obt.com

Auto body repAir & pAinting

Durr’s Collision
23 Cobb Mill Rd
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-6183
409-283-6181 FAX

East Tex Paint & Body
14133 US Hwy. 69 S
Warren, TX 77664
Larry Owens
409-547-0755
409-547-3007 FAX
easttexpaintbody@sbcglobal.net

Auto deAler

Allison Chevrolet, Inc.
P.O. Box 769
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-2808
409-283-5501 FAX

barry@allisonchevrolet.net
www.allisonchevrolet.com

Tolbert Motor Co.
410 N. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-3650

Auto SAleS

East Tex Paint & Body Auto 
Sales
14133 US Hwy 69 S
Warren, TX  77664
Larry Owens
409-547-0755
409-547-3007 FAX
409-383-3008 CELL
easttexpaintbody@sbcglobal.net

Auto-Service/oil cHAnge

Valvoline Express Care
801 W. Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979
William Fajardo
409-283-5904
936-560-3755 ALT
936-560-3702 FAX

bAnkS

Citizens State Bank
P. O. Box 109

Woodville, TX 75979
Trey Allison
409-283-2561
www.citizenbank.net
 tallison@citizensbank.net

First National Bank of Jasper
Woodville Branch
P.O. Box 119
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-8231
409-283-8988 FAX
jot@fnbjasper.com

Texas State Bank
905 S. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
Sherri Zoch
409-283-8103 ext: 2210
409-283-7261 FAX
s.zoch@tsb.com
www.texasstatebank.com

Texas State Bank
P.O. Box 180
Chester, TX 75936
936-969-2231
936-969-2350 FAX
cnichols@texasstatebank.net
www.texasstatebank.net

Remington Mortgage, Ltd
34 Lake Drive
Woodville, TX 75979

Shalane Wesley
409-283-7016
409-200-1068 CELL
409-283-7086 FAX
shalanewesley@sbcglobal.
net

beAuty SAlonS/Supply 

Katrina’s Styling Salon
401 N. Beech
Woodville, TX 75979
Katrina 
409-283-3606

bed & breAkfASt

Clear Creek Bed & Breakfast
RT. 4 Box 2915
Colmesneil, TX 75938
409-837-9047

Enchanted Oaks Bed & 
Breakfast
287 PR 8322
Hillister, TX 77624
Loretta Mott
409-331-0018
cjmott@msn.com
www.enchantedoaks-bnb.com

Heard a Bird Cottage on the 
Lake
136 FM 1746

Woodville, TX 75979
Todd & Donna Taylor
409-283-7981
409-429-6535 or 6536 CELL
409-283-7516 FAX
409-331-9258 COTTAGE
toctj@msn.com

Milam Home Bed & Breakfast
412 W. Milam
Livingston, TX 77351
Debra Nelson
936-327-1173
936-328-3990 CELL
936-327-4165 FAX
innkeeper@milamhome.com
www.milamhome.com

Texas Star B&B
321 CR 4335
Woodville, TX 75979
Bob & Shiela Jones
409-283-6716
409-651-4732 CELL
409-283-6970 FAX
409-841-0960 VM PAGER

Village Street B&B
P.O. Box 884
Woodville, TX 75979
Ruth Hollingsworth
409-331-0806
409-658-2736 CELL
409-547-3278 ALT



®

115 Cobb Mill Rd
Woodville, TX

(409) 283-8248

erh1934@aol.com
www.villagestreetbb.com

Winnaway Bed & Breakfast
176 FM 1746
Woodville, TX 75979
Susie Winn
409-331-9944
409-201-5667 CELL
409-331-9906 FAX
mswinn@sbcglobal.net

bookkeeping & tAx Service

Complete Bookkeeping & Tax 
Service
B. W. or Wayne Sanderson

1001 Ada St.
Woodville, TX 75979
409-331-1225
409-594-8315 CELL
409-331-1226 FAX
 cbts1@cmaaccess.com

bottled wAter Service

Sparkletts Bottled Water
5248 Washington Blvd.
Beaumont, Texas  77707
Derrick Jefferson
409-842-2505
409-842-1906 FAX
409-504-2082 CELL
 djefferson@water.com

builderS

Nova Management
1705-A Feagin Dr #297
Lufkin, TX 75904
Jane Grubbs Blevins
936-637-6682
936-637-2567 FAX
jgrubbs@callnova.com

cAmpS

Camp Ta-Ku-La
P.O. Box 7
Chester, TX 75936
Steve Hays
409-727-4884
936-969-2455 ALT
409-722-0593 FAX
staff@camptakula.com
www.camptakula.com

Camp Fire USA Southeast 
Texas Council
3037 25th St.
Port Arthur, TX 77642
409-983-3386
409-983-7887 FAX
setxcf1927@sbcglobal.net

cAmpgroundS

Mill Creek Motorcycle 

Campground
RT 3 Box 627
Woodville, TX 75979
Alan or Bobbie Jean Leger
409-429-3446
409-781-8952 CELL
jokernomadd@aol.com
www.mcmotorcylecampground.
homestead.com

cAr wASH

Monk’s Auction Car Wash
1183 CR 1520
Warren, TX 77664
Jim Monk
409-547-2527
409-283-4007 CELL
jdmp@datarecall.com

cHiroprActorS

Tyler County Chiropractic
1101 West Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979
Carl M. Brofman, D.C.
409-283-8133
409-283-1950 CELL
409-283-8134 FAX
tylercochiro@aol.com

cHurcHeS

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

P.O. Box 546
Woodville, TX 75979
Rev. Stephen Secaur
409-283-3710
409-429-4613 CELL
409-283-3710 FAX
stpaulswoodville@sbcglobal.net
frstephen@sbcglobal.net
www.stpaulswoodville.com

Woodville United Methodist 
Church
P.O. Box 698 
Woodville, TX 75979
Rev. Tommy Williams
409-283-2471
woodvilleumc@sbcglobal.net
www.woodvilleumc.com

city

City of Chester
P.O. Box 87
Chester, TX 75936
936-969-2360
936-969-2087 FAX

City of Colmesneil
P.O. Box 144
Colmesneil, TX 75938
409-837-5211
409-837-2502 FAX

civic orgAnizAtion

Junior Achievement of the 
Golden Triangle
505 Milam St. #700
Beaumont, TX 77701
Cindy Westfall
409-833-3860
409-832-6980  FAX
409-782-6702  CELL
 jacindy@sbcglobal.net
 http://goldentriangle.ja.org

cleAning Service

Double “A” Cleaning Service
P. O. Box 502
Hillister, TX  77624
Anita Holmes
(409)283-6886
(409)350-8120  CELL
 anitalholmes6@aol.com

computer & equipment 
repAir Service

Triangle Laser Charge, Inc.
239 Sherwood Forest Dr.
Woodville, TX 75979
Mary McGee
409-283-6778
409-283-2598 FAX
communicAtionS

AAA Reliable Telephone

P.O. Box 321
Hemphill, TX 75948
Will Lilly
409-787-1260
409-787-4656 FAX
reliabletelephone@sabinenet.
com

CMA Communications
122 M. Austin St.
Jasper, TX 75951
Burl Corkram
409-384-6862
409-384-7817 FAX
burlc@cmaaccess.com

conStruction

Red Hawk Construction
3110 FM 1632
Woodville, TX 75979
Franklin L. Kiker Jr.
409-837-2567
936-676-5769 CELL
fkiker@yahoo.com

convenience Store

West Magnolia Drive-In
1109 West Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-5179
409-283-3020 FAX

Woodville Jiffy Market
P.O. Box 600
Jasper, TX 75951
409-283-5302

country clubS

Dogwood Hills Country 
Club
150 Hwy 190 W
Woodville, TX 75979
Doug Bennett
409-283-8725

dentiSt

Brian Babin DDS
1203 W. Dogwood
Woodville, TX 75979
Brian Babin
409-283-3721
409-283-5448 FAX

fArm

Jim’s Country Farms
P.O. Box 22
Hillister, TX 77624
James White
281-658-0540
jamesearlwhite@hotmail.
com

fArm implementS/ trActorS



Your Hometown Dealer

JASPER FORD-LINCOLN MERCURY
2130 N. Wheeler  •  Hwy 96 North  •  Jasper

www.jasperford.com
(409) 384-3411

Tyler County Tractor
510 S. Magnolia St.
Woodville, TX 75979
Emily & Brian Bell
409-283-5222
409-429-0542 CELL
409-283-2570 FAX
lindatct@aol.com

feed deAlerS

Tolar’s Feed & Outdoor 
Supply
602 N Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
Billy & Krystal Tolar
409-283-5235
409-429-4326 CELL
409-283-3424 FAX
tolarsfeed@yahoo.com

floriSt

Woodville Florist & Gift 
Shop
215 Kelley Blvd
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-2571
www.woodvilleflorist.com

foundAtionS

Mary Lee Foundation
Sinclair Children’s Center

Tony Castillo
P.O. Box 2055
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-6800
409-283-6049 FAX

Tyler County Hospital 
Foundation
1100 W. Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979
Dr. Sandra Jackson
409-283-6400
409-283-5961 FAX
sjackson@tchospital.us

funerAl Home

Stringer & Griffin Funeral 
Home
113 West Holly
Woodville, TX 75979
Ky Griffin
409-283-8218
409-283-7038 FAX
409-384-5358 ALT

furniture

McClure Furniture
502 N Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
Phil McClure
409-283-2519
409-283-2477 FAX

gift SHopS

Jarrott’s Pharmacy & Gifts
205 S. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
George or Dixie Jarrott
409-283-2550
409-283-7395 FAX

government

Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of 
Texas
571 State Park Road 56
Livingston, TX 77351
Sharon Miller
936-563-1100
936-328-2622 CELL
936-563-1137 FAX
sawa@actribe.org
www.alabama-coushatta.com

Deep East Texas Local 
Workforce
539 S. Chestnut Suite 300
Lufkin, TX 75901
Kari Stanley, Finance 
Director
936-639-8898
936-633-7491
www.detwork.org

Public Speaking Made Easy

P.O. Box 22
Spurger, TX 77660
409-858-0001
409-200-1387 CELL
coolred58@excite.com

Congressman Kevin Brady
200 River Pointe Suite 304
Conroe, Texas  77304
Kindra Hefner
281-361-7814
420 Green Ave.
Orange, Texas  77630
409-883-4418

grocerS

Brookshire Bros.
520 S. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
Scott Robertson
409-283-3333
Wal-Mart Supercenter
115 Cobb Mill Rd.
Woodville, TX 75979
Charles Fall
409-283-8248

HArdwAre

Sullivan’s Ace Hardware
P.O. Box 189
Woodville, TX 75979
Fred Sullivan

409-283-2231
409-283-8553 FAX
fredsul@earthlink.net

R & D Hardware and Feed, 
Inc.
11134 US Hwy 69 S
P. O. Box 39
Warren, Texas  77664
Debbie Davis
409-547-3001
409-547-3009 FAX
rdhardwarefeed@
mybluelight.com

HeAltH cAre

James M. Brown, MD
104 N. Beech
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-7445

East Texas Health Access 
Network
117 W. Houston
Jasper, TX 75951
409-384-2099
409-384-2211 FAX
carlene.wilson@
ethannetwork.org

East Texas Home Health, Inc.
14046 Main St.
Chester, Texas  75936

Krista Jernigan
936-969-2103
936-969-2101  FAX
 ETHHChester@msn.com
 www.ETHHC.com

Homecare Solutions of East 
Texas
718 W. Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979
Jean Willford
409-331-9492
409-331-9490 FAX
hcsetx@aol.com

Lakes Area Hospice
P.O. Box 1955
Jasper, TX 75951
Jeanette H. Coffield
409-384-5995
409-384-9655 FAX
hospice@lakeareahospice.org
www.lakesareahospice.org

Tyler County Hospital
1100 W. Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979
Dr. Sandra Jackson
409-283-6400
409-283-5961FAX
sjackson@tchospital.us

Woodland Heights Medical 
Center

505 S. John Redditt Dr
Lufkin, TX 75904
Jennifer Stevens
936-637-8688
936-637-8687 ALT
936-637-8600 FAX
Jennifer.stevens@
triadhospitals.com
www.woodlandheights.net

nAtuAl HeAltH prActitioner

Cathi’s Natural Health 
Solutions
P. O. Box 824
Woodville, TX 75979
Cathi Sanders
409-283-2893

individuAlS

Dr. & Mrs. Gayle Burton
P.O.  Box 279
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-2419

Len & Audrey Pelly
3047 FM 1632
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-1955 HER CELL
409-283-7883 HIS CELL
409-283-5774 FAX
lenpelly@sbcglobal.net

Royce Crawford
1501 S. Magnolia #315
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-6788
tcb001@sbcglobal.net

Sharon Fuller, County 
Treasurer
100 Bluff St. Rm 100
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-3054
409-283-3054 FAX
tctreasurer@yahoo.com

Eleanor M. Holderman
1106 Ada St
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-5446

Stephen McGraw
P.O. Box 2037
Woodville, TX 75979

Walter & B. J. Fink
P. O. Box 97
Colmesneil, Texas  75938-0097
409-837-9797

Leon Todd
750 Sherwood Forest Drive 
N.
Woodville, Texas  75979
409-283-5183
409-429-4770 CELL



D
Trails Manor

307 North Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979

409-283-5300
Pete & Cezila Zinnante - Proprietors

Catering Available

Good Food - Good Times

Dr. & Mrs. George W. Barclay, 
Jr.
P. O. Box 829
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-3303

Kathleen Russell
RR 1 Box 646
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-8344
409-382-3120 CELL

Charlotte L. Burks
P. O. Box 272
Spurger, TX  77660
409-429-3724
409-385-7610 FAX
409-656-0336 CELL

Paul Jones
707 M. L. K. Dr.
Woodville, TX 75979
(409)283-3538
(409)200-9830 CELL
 jarwene@aol.com

inSurAnce

Evans Insurance Agency
P.O. Box 2025
Woodville, TX 75979
Steve Evans
409-283-8111
409-283-8971 FAX

First Insurance Services
300 S. Wheeler St.
Jasper, Texas  75951
Wayne Sanderson
409-384-2578
409-384-3341 FAX
409-489-6321 CELL
 wsanderson@1stinsurance.net
www.1stinsurance.net

Lawson Insurance
P.O. Box 294
Zavalla, TX 75980
Angie Neal
936-897-2573
936-897-3695 FAX

Russ Nalley State Farm 
Insurance
408 West Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-8105
409-283-7977
glenda.s.nalley.ijpf@statefarm.com

Security Insurance Services, 
Inc
920 N. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
Karen Robinson
409-283-2242
409-283-5485 FAX

Tyler County Farm Bureau

1215 West Bluff
RJMRSC@sbcglobal.com

monumentS

Childress Monument Works 
Inc
P.O. Box 544
Woodville, TX 75979
Barbara Witt
409-283-2487
409-429-6513 CELL
409-283-5122 FAX
Email: monumentworks@aol.
com
Website: www.
childressmonumentworks.
com

muSeumS

Allan Shivers Library & 
Museum
P.O. Box 279
Woodville, TX 75979
Peggy Burton, Admin. Board, 
Chr.
409-283-3709
409-283-5258 FAX
Website: www.
allanshiverslibrary.com

Heritage Village Museum
157 PR 6000

P. O. Box 888
Woodville, TX 75979
Ofiera Gazzaway
409-283-2272

newSpAper

Tyler County Booster
205 W. Bluff
P. O. Box 339
Woodville, TX 75979
John Morrison
409-283-2516
Website: www.eastexasnews.
com
Email: john1@
tylercountybooster.com

nurSery 

Timberline Nursery
P.O. Box 96
Hillister, TX 77624
409-283-8888
409-283-7980 FAX
Email: chood@
timberlinenurseryinc.com

nurSing Home fAcilitieS

Woodville Health & 
Rehabilitation
102 N. Beech St.
Woodville, TX 75979

Shannon Hickman
409-283-2555
409-283-8446 FAX

Dogwood Trails Manor
76 Highway 190 West
Woodville, Texas  75979
Merle Davis
409-283-8147
409-283-3919  FAX
409-489-6655  CELL
 www.dogwoodtrails.com

oil mArketerS

Gardner Oil, Inc
P.O. Box 261
Woodville, TX 75979
Charlie Branch
409-283-2275
409-283-2945 FAX

optometry

James Eye Associates, P. L. L. 
C
1100 W. Bluff St.
Woodville, TX 75979
26849 Manor Falls Dr 
(mailing).
Kingwood, TX  77339
Andrew D. James
(409)384-1133
(281)796-9359 CELL

(409)384-1134 FAX
 jameseye@earthlink.net

pAwn SHop

Bob’s Pawn
105 East Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979
Bob Smith
409-283-7691
409-283-7717 FAX

peSt control

Orkin Pest Control
5425 College St.
Beaumont, TX 77707
Jim Berry
409-842-2664

pHotogrApHy

Bob Boykin Photography
1004 W. Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979
Bob Boykin
409-283-5919
 bobboykin@aol.com

plumber

Service By Scott
P.O. Box 743
Colmesneil, TX 75938

Scott Martin
409-837-2822
409-837-2822 FAX
sbskot@juno.com

police depArtment

Woodville Police 
Department
113 N. Charlton
Woodville, TX 75979
Scott Yosko
409-283-3791
409-283-3792 FAX
409-283-7277 HOME

printing/ grApHicS/ SignS

Color Visual Concepts, Inc.
P. O. Box 1701
Hemphill, Texas  75948
Richard Wood
409-625-1183
409-782-5420
 www.qualityprintingcheap.
com

Walling Signs & Graphics
211 S. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
Ronnie & Lynda Walling
409-283-7740
409-283-2128 ALT
409-283-5089 FAX



Woodville Family Clinic

GARY’S SANITATION
CHESTER, TX    (936)969-2291

Locally Owned & Operated • 10 Years in Business
Gary Tolar, Owner

Offering Garbage, Dumpster Service 
in Tyler County

Residential & Commercial
Call for Reasonable Rates

First Baptist Church
202 S. Charlton Street  •  Woodville  •  Across from Courthouse

(409) 283-2588  •  FAX: (409) 283-2580
Website: pages.prodigy.net/fbcwoodville

Email: fbcwoodville@prodigy.net

Dr. Dwayne Freese, Pastor
Mark Tolar, Music • Jeremy Overby, Youth

Regular Weekly Schedule
Sunday Services: Bible Study 9:30 AM • Worship 11 AM • 6 PM

Wednesday Services: AWANA (3yrs-Grade 6) 5:45-8PM
Prayer Meeting 6:30 PM • Youth 6:30 PM

Prayer Room: (409) 283-8557

lynda.walling@sbcglobal.net

Dogwood Trophy & Graphics
1900 W. Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979
Brad Gostick
409-283-7633
409-283-7306 FAX
 dogwoodtrophy@sbcglobal.
net

publiSHerS

The Local Phone Book
P.O. Box 8070
Lumberton, TX 77657
Gerri Spring & Michelle 

Wilson
409-751-0084
409-751-0074 FAX
gspring@communitypages.biz

West Directories, Inc.
2305 Hwy 6 South, Suite J
Houston, Texas  77077
Jim Johnson
281-493-2965
281-497-4414 – Fax

rAdio StAtion

KWUD 1490 AM
105 E. Wheat
Woodville, TX 75979

Jim Carroll
409-283-2777

reAl eStAte - mortgAgeS

Remington Mortgage, Ltd
34 Lake Drive
Woodville, TX 75979
Shalane Wesley
409-283-7016
409-200-1068 CELL
409-283-7086 FAX
Email: shalanewesley@
sbcglobal.net

reAl eStAte- rentAlS

Woodville Housing 
Authority
1114 Albert Drive
Woodville, TX 75979
Alice Lewis
409-283-3628
409-283-7025 FAX
woodvha@sbcglobal.net

Nash Enterprises
549 CR 1920
Warren TX 77664
Martin Nash
409-283-7296
409-679-0817 CELL

Properties Unlimited

P.O. Box 295
Colmesneil, TX 75938
Michael Murphy
409-837-9802

reAl eStAte- inveStmentS

Big Cypress Creek Land & 
Cattle Co.
210 S. Village
Woodville, TX 75979
Robert or Sue Wood
409-283-8554
409-283-0072 CELL
409-283-7442 ALT
409-283-3703 FAX

Martindale Real Estate 
Investments
P.O. Box 551
Woodville, TX 75979
Michele Martindale
409-283-8727
409-429-6202 CELL
409-283-6790 FAX
mmwoodville@sbcglobal.net
www.martindalerealestate.com

reAl eStAte- SAleS

East Texas Land Co.
P.O. Box 592
Woodville, TX 75979
LB Herring

409-283-5252
409-283-5200 FAX

Keller Williams Realty
P. O. Box 248
Colmesneil, TX  75938
Ginni Stein
409-837-9136
409-200-0266 CELL
 jlstein@ev1.net

Re/Max Millennium
103 E Houston
Jasper, TX 75951
Kathryn J. Stover
409-283-2990
409-283-3049 FAX
www.millenniumre.com

M. Moffett Real Estate 
Sales
1200 N. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
Milton Moffett
409-283-8738
409-283-2399 FAX
info@mmoffett.com

Timberlake Development
#1 Ivanhoe Drive
Woodville, TX 75979
Bill Weeks
409-283-3110
1-800-314-3110 ALT
409-283-2353 FAX
www.charlesrawsonrealestate.com
 www.ivanhoelakes.com

reStAurAntS

Lonestar Road House Café
4022 US Hwy 69 S
2133 US Hwy 69 S
Woodville, Texas  75979
Felicia Williams
409-283-2863
tuckerstax@att.net

McDonald’s
P.O. Box 1480
Jasper, TX 75951
Gerald S. Eveland
409-745-4953
409-656-9851 CELL
409-745-0648 FAX
409-283-5855 ALT
geraldeveland@hotmail.com

Pickett House
268 Hwy 190 W
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-3371

Pizza Hut
1110 S. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-3332

Sonic Drive In
224 N. Main
Jasper, TX 75951
GH (Bubba) Ebarb
409-384-7902

Texas Star Café
RT 1 Box 330
Colmesneil, TX 75938
409-837-4444

roofing

Jay Lott Roofing
158 FM 1746
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-3275
409-382-7186 CELL
409-283-3331 FAX
shorty35_2001@netzero.com

rv/ mobile Home pArkS

Cedar Ridge Park & RV
109 Cob Mill RD
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-3997
elza@inu.net

Paradise RV Senior 
Community
143 HWY 190 West
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-7018
409-283-7162 FAX
paradiserv@sbcglobal.net
www.paradiservseniorpark.
com

Triple Creek RV
P.O. Box 2030
Woodville, TX 75979
Jerry/ Bobbie Pesson
409-283-3642
Tripleck@swbell.net
www.triplecreekrv.com

Spring Valley Mobile Home 
Estates
1140 Spring Valley Drive
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-5285

ScHoolS

Angelina College 
Procurement Asst. Center
P.O. Box 1768
Lufkin, TX 75902
James R. Rollins
936-633-5432
936-633-5478 FAX
jrolins@angelina.edu
acpac@consolidated.net
www.acpactx.org

Colmesneil Independent 

MEMORIAL HEALTH SYSTEM
o f  E a s t  T e x a s

LUFK IN    L IV INGSTON    SAN  AUGUST INE    W ILSON  MCKEWEN   MEMORIAL  SPEC IALTY  HOSP ITAL

www.memorialhealth.org

Woodville 
Health Clinic
Complete Family 

Healthcare
.....

Internal Medicine
Women’s Healthcare 

Prenatal Services 
Pediatric Care

.....

Call For An Appointment 
409/331-0202
900 West Bluff

Woodville, Texas



Dogwood Country 
Florist

(409) 283-2150
104 North Reid
Woodville, TX

Fresh Flowers
Beautiful Arrangements

Quality Service

School District
P.O. Box 37
Colmesneil, TX 75938
Elton Hightower, 
Superintendent
406-837-5757 ext: 100
409-837-5759 FAX
ehightowe@esc5.et

Warren Independent School 
District
P.O. Box 69
Warren, TX 77664
409-547-2241
409-547-2686 ALT
409-547-3405

Woodville Independent 
School District
505 N. Charlton
Woodville, TX 75979
C. Glen Conner, 
Superintendent
409-283-3752
409-283-7962 FAX

ScoutS

Girl Scouts of San Jacinto
P.O. Box 151240
Lufkin, TX 75915
Martha Hanlon
936-634-5813
409-383-7787 CELL
936-634-5870 FAX
1-888-805-6907 ALT

SHelter

Family Services Women & 
Children’s Shelter
990 IH 10 N. Ste. 140
Beaumont, TX 77702
Christine Martin
409-283-5887
409-283-8720 FAX
cmartin@familyservicessetx.com
www.familyservicessetx.com

Women & Children’s Shelter

P.O. Box 174
Woodville, TX 75979
Linda Bradley
409-331-9939
409-283-8720 FAX

SpeciAlty food & giftS

Peace and Harmony Soap
1701 Old Livingston Hwy
Woodville, TX 75979
Rhonda Walker
409-331-9991
713-806-3144 CELL
409-331-0205 FAX
rhonda@peaceandharmonysoap.com
www.peaceandharmonysoap.com

StAbleS

Somerset Stables
187 FM 1746
Woodville, TX 75979
Kay Hicks
409-283-5034
somersetstable@aol.com
www.somersetstables.com

tAnning SAlon

East Tex Tanning
14133 US Hwy 69 S
Warren, TX  77664
Larry Owens
409-547-0781
409-547-3007 FAX
409-383-3008 CELL

tAx return prepArAtion

H&R Block
210 E. Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979 
Sandra Sherer
409-283-3472
409-382-5629 CELL
409-331-9098 FAX
jsherer@jas.net

Harrison’s Tax Service

812 N. Pine St
Woodville, TX 75979
Mary Jo Harrison
409-283-2136
409-283-0395 CELL
409-283-6962 FAX
mjth@sbcglobal.net

tAxidermiSt

B&C Taxidermy
4230 HWY 69 S.
Woodville, TX 75979
Carol Fussell
409-283-3141

Timber & Timberland company

Griffin Chipping Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 607
Woodville, TX 75979
Billy J. Griffin
409-283-2543
409-283-8762 FAX
griffin@gtis.net

tire deAlerS- retAil

Modica Brothers Tire & 
Wheel Center
1116A S. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
BC Smith
409-283-8191

409-283-8198 FAX

Lakeway Tire & Service 
Center
719 S. Magnolia
Woodville, TX 75979
Wyatt Pugh
409-283-2566

East Tex Tire & Lube Shop
14133 US Hwy 69 S
Warren, TX  77664
Larry Owens
409-547-0755
409-547-3007 FAX
409-383-3008 CELL
 easttexpaintbody@
sbcglobal.net

title & AbStrAct compAnieS

Tyler County Title
318 W. Dogwood
Woodville, TX 75979
Glenda Choate
409-283-2582
409-283-3777 FAX
gchoate@tylercotitle.com

utilitieS- electric

Entergy
P.O. Box 2951
Beaumont, TX 77704

Randy Stanton
409-981-3805
409-385-2924 FAX
rstanto@entergy.com
www.entergy-texas.com

Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative
P.O. Box 1121
Livingston, TX 77351
Keith Stapleton
936-328-1290
1-800-458-0381 ALT
936-329-1784 CELL
936-328-1360 FAX
kstapleton@samhouston.net
www.samhouston.net

utilitieS- wAter

Tyler County Water Supply 
Corporation
P.O. Box 138
Spurger, TX 77660
409-429-3994
409-429-5859 FAX

veterinAriAnS

Dewberry Creek Animal 
Clinic
1304 S. Magnolia St.
Woodville, TX 75979
Michael C. Moran D.V.M



We Are Your
Hospital.

1100 W. Bluff  •  Woodville, TX  •  (409) 283-8141

We can take care of your
emergencies, hospitalization,
lab and x-ray needs at home.

Call us to see what services
we can provide for you.

A RESIDENTIAL LIVING COMMUNITY

Premier senior living alternative, featuring private suites with generous floor space.
Community-based alternative (Approved)

Betty Hudspeth, R.N., Director

805 West Dogwood Street  •  Woodville, TX  •  409.283.5678

409-283-7988
409-283-5826 FAX

Woodville Veterinary Clinic
P.O. Box 222
Woodville, TX 75979
Gordon McCluskey, DVM
409-283-2220
gpmdvm@hotmail.com

web Service

Greenleaf Web & Author 
Services
P.O. Box 742
Woodville, TX 75979
Dr. M.G. Maness
409-283-3673

409-383-4671 CELL
mgmaness@earthlink.net
www.perciousheart.net/
greenleaf

wrecker ServiceS

Davis Wrecker Service
403 N. Beech
Woodville, TX 75979
David Davis
409-283-3519
davclidav132@yahoo.com

A-1 Wrecker and Storage
P. O. Box 2224
Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-3685
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Calendar
of

Events

2007

March 2	 Toast to Texas Independence,
	 	 Heritage Village
March 17	 Festival of the Arts,
	 	 Heritage Village
March 30-31	 Western Weekend
& April 1	 Parade and Rodeo,
	 	 Woodville
April 7	 	 Dogwood Weekend,
	 	 Woodville
September 29	 Ghosts of Texas Past,
	 	 Heritage Village
October 4-6	 Tyler County Fair,
	 	 4H/FFA Fairgrounds, Woodville
October 19-21	 Harvest Festival,
	 	 Heritage Village
December 1	 Twilight Tour

December 7-8	 Christmas in Tyler County
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