Allan Shivers Library

Governor Allan Shivers (1907-1985) might have been born in Lufkin, but he grew up in Woodville across the street from the courthouse in Tyler County, so Tyler County folks consider him a “native son.” Allan Shivers Library and Museum, located at 302 N. Charlton Street in Woodville, has become a repository of many historical documents and objects related to this popular Governor’s life.

     The building housing the Museum was built by Robert A. Cruse in 1881 and moved from its original location in 1963 to make way for a motel. The Shivers secured the building and had it moved to the present location where it was restored and converted into a museum for the collection and display of mementos of the Allan Shivers gubernatorial service. At this same time, they also built a completely equipped library.

     The museum, which offers tours Weekdays from 9 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., is filled on two floors with the historical and the simply interesting. The first room to the right when you enter the museum is decorated as a typical Victorian parlor, complete with sofa, chairs, chandelier and an old family album bond in Velvet.

     At the rear of the museum is the rare books room, filled with Shiver’s private collection of books and periodicals. New documents recently added to this collection include a Welcome Dinner Invitation 
from President Kennedy for Nov. 22, 1963 (which did not happen because Kennedy was assassinated, and a document related to the Dedication of Amistad Dam in 1969.

     Also new in the lower hall is a photograph of the first President Bush and his son fishing. In the upper hall is a Christmas card from the Bushes from 1998.

     The upper floor features the Trophy Room, which features animal trophies and objects from Central Africa the Governor obtained on safari with his sons in 1971 and 1973. At the head of the stairs on the upper story is a picture of Mrs. Shivers in an inaugural ball gown.

     The North Room features exhibits in glass cases, including Festival gowns worn by their daughter, Marialice Sue (Sissie), as she represented Austin during high school and college days.

     Shivers graduated from Port Arthur High School in 1924 and attended Port Arthur College in 1925 (his father had moved to Port Arthur when Shivers was 16, to practice law and later become a district judge). Shivers dropped out of college to work in the railroad shops at Port Arthur. He later returned to the University of Texas at Austin and became president of the student body.

     Shivers received his bachelor’s degree from UT in 1931 and was admitted to the state bar the same year, two years before receiving a LL.B degree. He began his law practice in Port Arthur in 1931 and three years later entered Democratic politics by winning the election to the State Senate from the fourth district. At that time, he was the youngest member to sit in the Texas Senate.

     In 1945, Shivers was chosen to succeed Lieutenant Governor John Lee Smith. Beaufort Jester was elected Governor, but died on July 12, 1948. Shivers was sworn in as governor following Beaufort’s death and won election in his own right in 1950.

     As governor, Shivers expanded mental health, educational, and prison administration services. He served 7 1⁄2 years.

     Shivers died in Austin on January 14, 1985.

