Dogwood Festival: Fun For Everyone

It happens every spring in Tyler County.

For three magical weeks from mid-March to early April, dogwood trees grace Tyler County with their white-flowered blossoms. If there’s one thing residents of Woodville and Tyler County love, it’s their trees. After all, the county is in the heart of the Big Thicket.


And almost as much as they love their trees, they love to celebrate. Combine the two and you get the annual Dogwood Festival, Tyler County’s premier event each year. The three-weekend event will kick off with the Festival of the Arts at Heritage Village Museum on March 20, followed by Western Weekend on March 27 and Dogwood Weekend on April 4.

Historical perspective


The Dogwood Festival dates back to 1940, when it was founded by lifelong Tyler County resident James Edward Wheat. After taking a brief hiatus during World War II, the festival returned and has become firmly established as an East Texas tradition.


“The Dogwood Festival is the root of our hometown,” Woodville Mayor Jimmie Cooley says. “It’s so good that we can do this because our town and county are so pretty in the springtime.”


The continuation of the festival, which has lasted more than 60 years, is a tribute to the commitment of volunteers, says Fred Sullivan, a president of the Dogwood Festival Permanent Directors.

Dedicated volunteers


“As one group of volunteers moves away or passes on, there has been somebody else to step in and take their place,” he says. “I think the Dogwood Festival has meant a lot to Woodville and Tyler County through the years because many people associate Woodville and Tyler County with the festival.”


The event kicks off with the Festival of the Arts at Heritage Village Museum. The 19th-century-era buildings of the Village come alive with blacksmithing demonstrations, spinners and weavers, quilters, painters, period music and food vendors. 


This year the Festival of the Arts Festival is expanding to two full days of activities.

Happy trails


The second weekend of the festival, Western Weekend, includes arts, crafts and food vendors on the courthouse square in downtown Woodville, one of the largest trail rides in the state with trail riders converging on Saturday for a parade through downtown and the Western Weekend Rodeo. 


The final weekend of the festival features the Big Thicket Arts and Crafts Fair on the courthouse square, a classic car show, a colorful parade through downtown, the regal coronation of the Dogwood Queen, the oldest outdoor historical drama in the South and a fireworks show. 


The fireworks show provides quite a flourish to an event that draws visitors from hundreds of miles away and follows the Queen’s crowning.


“The tradition of crowning a Dogwood Queen has been a beautiful thing for all these years,” 2002 Dogwood Queen Sara Erdek said. “If anything, it’s more special now than ever.” 


This year, the Festival of the Arts will be held March 18-19, Western Weekend March 25 and Queen’s Weekend and Pageant April 1.
