 Western
weekend is
March 30

WOODVILLE—You can feel it in the
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air for weeks before it actually happ- x

* You know how it is. Folks start acting

different arid dressing different. You see
a lot more blue jeans and cowboy boots
and ten gallon hats in town. More
pickup trucks and horse trailers.

And then suddenly you wake up to the
fact that it’s almost Spring and time for
Western Weekend in Tyler County,
which always takes place the last
weekend in March.

Well, this year is no different. The ex-
citement can be felt around every corner,
as Woodville prepares for the 25th an-
nual western event that brings over 20
big trail rides to Tyler County from
throughout southeast Texas in what is se-
cond only to Houston’s big Livestock
Show parade. -

Most of the horses and their riders
come a long way to participate in this an-
nual event, traveling through some of the
loveliest springtime landscapes found
anywhere in the world. They start out
from places as much as 150 miles away,
picking up other trail rides on their way
before converging on Tyler County on
Friday night, where they settle in for a
night of pre-parade dances and parties.

For the thousands of spectators who
come to Woodville for Western

ple back year

Saturday afternoon’s

Weekend Parade, when'

horses can be seen parading through
downtqqgn.Woodvme. Beginining at 2:00
p.m., the parade starts on Hwy 69 Just

north of ‘town, proceeds south to Hiwy

-Tgnton, Gladys Whitman,

. Visit lovely 'l'yl%"

County this

-

. (Sallie) Lane is Thomas Jeffer-
ember of the Snow River Lodge,

right enjoying some of his grandchildren is Spurger

great granddaughter,

Mary Lou Jeans of Spurger.

Spurger ladies 'celebrate club’s 50th

On Tuesday afternoon, March 25,
1941, a group of homemakers met with
Miss Maurine Johnson, the first Home
Exterision Agent of Tyler County, ot the
Beech Creek Baptist Church to organize
the Beech Creek Home Demonstration
Club, the first such club in the county.

Charter members were Vivian Jordan,

Lela - Sheffield, Meta' Bir

Ally
T PR

R e

LI R |

Ruth Brisbin, Mattie Hollis, Vera
Wilson and Carrie Jordan, who was
chosen to be the first president.

On Wednesday, March 20, 1991,
members of the club, now known as the
Beech Creek Extension Homemakers,
will celebrate their S0th anniversary with
a special invitational program and
covered dish luncheon at the Lions Den

where hey b b

meeting for the last several years, o

Special tribute will be made at this
time to the {ate Vivian Cruse Jordan
(1904-1988), who gave so much to her
club and her community over the vears
as teacher (1920-1950), postmistress
(1950-1974), historian and writer. It was
Miss Vivian who was the guiding light
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April 6, features parade

/Annual Dog

--Lots of Tourist activities—

WOODVILLE—In 1846 after Texas had
- become the 28th state of the Union and
Tyler County was designated as a gover-
ning body, area leaders got together to
decide where the county seat should be.

And that’s where Aloha Freeland’s
historical outdoor drama for the 48th
Annual Dogwood Festival will begin the
evening of Saturday, April 6.

Presented under the stars in the
Dogwood Amphitheatre, the play will be
the culmination of a day of festivities
celebrating the glorious blooming of the
dogwood, which fills the piney woods of

- Deep East Texas each year at this time.
It was James E. Wheat, whose

ancestor Josiah deeded.the. 200 acres for -

Woodbville as the County Seat, who first
recognized the potential of this beauty of
Mother Nature.” It started with the
gathering of some of the state’s most in-
fluential leaders to gain their support in
getting U. S. Highway 190 completed
through Woodville and across the
Neches River. This was in the Spring of
1938, when the road to Jasper was State
Highway 45, known today as FM 1746,
which connected with a ferry at the same
spot were Wyatt Hanks operated a ferry
crossing as early as 1835. - .

Although the new highway to Jasper
wasn't immediate, the reaction of the
visitors to Tyler County’s natural beauty
was. James Wheat was as impressed as
they ' were and immediately went to
work, soliciting the support of the coun-
ty fathers to sponsor_a celebration that’
could be shared with visitors from all
over the state and beyond. '

From its modest beginnings in 1940,
when the pageant played to an audience
of about 300, Tyler County’s Annual
Dogwood Festival has grown into an
.event that.$pans two weekends.

Today, the annual pageant involves
hundreds of people in its production, at-
tracts tens of thousands of visitors and
offers the ‘longest running outdoor
historical drama in the South.

. This year's Dogwood Festival will in-
clude a 5K Fun Run and a 10K race,

beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Kirby Gym,
a day long Arts and Crafis Fair, spon-
sored by the Woodville chapter of
Business & Professional Women, and a
flowerful parade of more than 100
breathtaking floats and entries represen-
ting communities and izath
from throughout Southeast Texas.

The evening pageant, ‘‘Rendezvous At
Turkey Creek,” saluting the history of
Woodyville from 1846 to 1960, will follow
the presentation of the Dogwood
princesses and the crowning of the
Dogwood Queen in the permanent
Dogwood Amphitheatre, decorated with
over one hundred thousand hand made
flowers.

. '‘According to author Freeland, who
also penned last year’s historical drama,
Rendezvous at Turkey Creek will cover
‘the period of Woodville’s early growth
through what is known as its Era of
‘Elegance before the War Between the
States brought hardship and suffering to
the once peaceful community.

Featured in the drama will be the Tyler
County Sacred Harp Singers and two
area Square Dance groups, one assembl-
ed by Herb Fouts, the other by Ray
Yosko.- :

Leading rolls will be taken by Charlie
-Schultz as James Barclay, the county’s
first Indian Agent appointed by Sam
Houston; Marjorie Schultz as his wife
Virginia; Jim Clark as Napoleon
Bonaparts Charlton, after whom one of
the streets surrounding the court house is
named, Gail Stevenson as his wife Sarah;
Mitzi Follmar as Charlton’s daughter
Josie, whose real life marriage to An-
drew Poindexter, played by Bobby
Knapp, provides the love interest in the
play, Dr. Gayle Burton as William
Mann, the first postmaster at Billums
Creek; and Gordon McCluskey as John
Goble, one of the first school teachers in
Tyler County.

Pageant tickets are available at the
door, at many local businesses and at the
Chamber of Commerce. Ticket prices
are 36 and $4.50 with all seats reserved.

Cherokee homecoming set

An old fashioned homecoming with
dinner on the grounds will dedicate the
Cherokee Church at its new location at
Heritage Village Museum on Sunday,
April 7, beginning at 10 a.m. And
everyone who ever attended the church
or the Cherokee School or lived in the

. Cherokee Dies Community is invited to
come and join the memories.

Elmer Ray QOates, who returned to the
place of his birth after years in the
military, will be the Master of
Ceremonies. The Martin Family Singers
and Pawpaw Ernest Martin, who was
the only pastor the church had during its
50 years as a Baptist congregation, will
all be there. .

Otene Fortenberry Bendy, who has
been helping with the invitation list, and
her sister-in-law, Faye Bingham
Fortenberry of Warren, will be there
with a group who remember Cherokee in
its Methodist days.

If you remember Cherokee, this is
your chance to remember it as it used to
be, Sunday, April 7 (that's Dogwood
Weekend) at Heritage Village Museum.

The East Texas Echo

Published by
The Woodsman Publishing Co., Inc.
205 W. Bluff
Woodville, Tx.
To further the interests of the Tyler County
Heritage Society, a non-profit educational cor-
poration, and fo promote genuine historical
research, Eost Texuas lifestyles, and tourism.

John Yearwood—Publisher
Dottic Johnson—Heritage Village Editor
Diane Morey Sitton—Garden Editor

i Society and are used by
Woodiman Publishing Co., Inc. and .

Address correspondence relating 10 news articles and adver-
tising to the Woodeman at the above add Ad. oor-
respondence relating to the Heritage Village Muteum, tours,
the Picket1 House, Tyler b
and the like to the Tyler C j s . N
Woodville, Tx. 75979 or call

POSTMASTER: send changes of,
ibe WOODSMAN, P.O. BOX 339, WOOD-
VILLE, TEXAS 75979. .

The Woodsman Publishing Co., Inc., accepts full retpon-
sibility for alf articles and adveniising appearing in this supple.
ment in accordance with the newspaper's pok
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EAST TEXAS BLACKSMITHS ALLIANCE. 9 a.m. Heritage §

Village Museum.
TYLER COUNTY SACRED HARP SINGERS.
Heritage Village Museum.

MARCH 9-31:
EXHIBIT OF SPURGER HISTORY, Heritage Village
Museum, saluting the 50th Anniversary of the Beech Creek Ex-
tension Homemakers Club.

MARCH 16:

10 a.m.

# SPAIGHT’S BATTALION, SONS OF CONFEDERATE

VETERANS, 10 a.m. Heritage Village Museum.
MARCH 20:

i S0th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION, BEECH CREEK

EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB. All former _members
invited. Program and covered dish lunch at Spurger Lions Den,
beginning at 10:30 a.m.

MARCH 23:
TYLER COUNTY SACRED HARP SINGERS.
Heritage Village Museum.
) MARCH 25:
TYLER OOUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MON-
THLY MEETING. Dutch Treat Lunch, 12 noon, Heritage
Room, Woodville Inn.

MARCH 29:

WESTERN WEEKEND RODEO. 7:30 p.m. FFA/4-H Arena,
2 miles west of Woodville off Hwy. 190. Tickets at gate,
$5/Adults, $3/Children under 12.

MARCH 29-31:
ANNUAL BLUE GRASS FESTIVAL, Wood Fain Opera
House on Court House Square. Begins 4 p.m. Friday, all day
Saturday and Sunday.

10 a.m.

MARCH 30:

WESTERN WEEKEND PARADE. Woodyville. Beginning at 2
p.m. Over 20 trailrides, more than 1500 horses, buggies,
wagons, clowns. Downtown Arts and Crafts Fair, 9 a.m. to §
p-m.

WILD WEST RODEO. 4 p.m. at FFA/4-H Arena. Crowning
of Western Sweetheart. $5/Adults, $3/Children under 12.

APRIL 6:

48th ANNUAL DOGWOOD FESTIVAL, Woodville. 5K and
10K Runs, 9 a.m. Kirby Gym. Downtown Arts and Crafts Fair,
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Antique & Classic Car Show, 10 a.m. Dogwood

Queen’s Parade, 2 p.m.
ANNUAL DOGWOOD PAGEANT, 7:30 p.m. Dogwood Am-
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phitheatre at Woodville Elementary School. Coronation of [
1)

Queen, followed by the longest running outdoor historical
pageant in Texas. Ticket $6 & $4.50 at gate or local merchants.

APRIL T:
CHEROKEE CHURCH HOMECOMING AND DEDICA-
TION. Heritage Village Museum. 10 a.m. services followed by

dinner on the grounds.
..ChamberNews || ]
—_—— |l I
|'m.En COUNTY CHAMBER.OF COMMERCE

The Tyler County Chamber of Commerce has water oak and

bald cypress. You may pick these up at Dewberry Creek Animal

py:  Clinic, 1304 S. Magnolia, free of charge.
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VISITHERITAGE VILLAGE MUSEUM

__ There are several versions of how
Spurger got its name.

According to Vivian Cruse Jordan,
‘who edited the history of the ““Spurger
Area 1836-1976," records in the County
Clerk’s office show-that from 1876-1880,
the community was called Spurgervilie.

Some old-timers, she wrote, say the
name honored a family with the surnarne
of Spurger, who once lived here. No
record of anyone by that name is shown
in the 1850 or 1860 census records.

The more popular version of the
name, which people still giggle about
behind their hands, is the one set forth in
the Handbook of Texas, which states
that the name “‘Spurger”’ came from the
mis-pronunciation a local drunk gave the
*‘spurgeon’” brand of whiskey, dispens-
ed most probably at the Smut Eye
Saloon.

Whatever, both Mrs. Jordan and Lou
Ella Moseley, author of ‘“‘Pioneer Days
of Tyler County,” gave the rural farm-
ing community, located at the intersec-
tion of Farm Roads 92 and 1013, high
marks for its early development.

Megan Biesele, in her writing about
Tyler County, heartily agreed. Accor-
ding to Ms. Biesele, the first Spurger set-
tler was Ephraim Thompson who took
part in the San Felipe convention of
1832, In October, 1834, Thompson ap-
plied for land in Zavalla’s colony, receiv-
ing a league on the Neches River.

In the late 1840’s and early 1850’s,
some of the most prominent families still
populating Spurger began to cross the
Neches at Town Bluff and come south to
Beech Creek. Among these were
members of the Collier, Hooks, Shef-
field, Phillips, Stewart, Mayo, Bingham,’
Ratcliff, Jordan, Perryton, Floyd and
Ramer families. Many came from Early
County, Georgia, others from Mississip-
pi and Alabama.

These were people accustomed to self-
sufficient farming. They set up saw mills
for their own use and that of their
neighbors, but Spurger was never a
Sawmill town. These families worked
hard, prospered, raised large families,
started churches and set out to provide a
good education for their children.

*“‘Spurger, was one of the first com-
munities in Tyler County to take a
serious interest in developing an improv-
ed modern system of schools,” states a
1932 report found in the County
Superintendent’s office. ‘“‘At one time,
there were 75 boarding pupils attending
Spurger School.”

Helping develop that educational ex-

¥}

cellence were George L. Rich, a teacher
from Massachusetts, who devoted
several decades before the tumm of the
century to building the Spurger School
system, and Profesor P. 1. Hunter, who
came to Spurger in 1892, teaching for
S e Sefors becomming County
u tendent. . i
Minter followed in his fi aetep
from the Spurger Schools, where he was
teacher, principal and superintendent,
before moving on to the county-wide
superintendent’s office (1961-1974).

As early as 1854 a Methodist minister
was riding into Spurger on the so-called
“alligator circuit,” according to the late
B. E. Mayo, whose family gave the land
for the church. He would shoot
alligators and other game on his travels
and leave skins to be dried at various
homes along the way. On his return,
perhaps three months later, he would
pick up the dried skins to sell to further
his ministry and feed his family. It is im-
portant to note, at this point, that Mrs.
B. E. (Faye) Mayo, who taught music in
schools throughout the county as well as
in her home, still plays the piano for the

Spurger United Methodist Church at the

age of 89.

In the mid-1890’s, Captain James

Gautney Collier, who came from
Georgia with a large contingent of family
members in 1852, gave three acres of
land for the present day Beech Creek
Church and cemetery, but the congrega-
tion was organized in November, 1855.
Charter members were Captain Collier,
his wife Elizabeth, his sister Mary
Caswell, his brother Thomas Collier, his
daughter Lucy Ratcliff, and two nieces,
Volumnia Freeman and Baker.

From this church came the first black
Baptist Preacher ordained in the state of
Texas. He was Henry Gainer, the servant
of Col. Gainer, who joined as a slave
and was ordained as a freeman in 1867.

Beech Creek is said to be the only
church in the county with continuous
minutes from the date of organization.
The reading of these minutes is a lesson
in

We have a selection of new campers and
RV’s to fit most budgets.
SUPPLIES ¢ ACCESSORIES

Dale’s Camper Sales

MARCH ¢, 1991

ootsteps, going

home™’ of sorts, as many of those who
left, who their way outside the
fold, have returned to family farms or
family roots to Live out their remaining
years. This feeling of contentment is
shared with the many non-native retirees
who have chosen this lush spot in Deep
East Texas, not to sit on the front porch
and 'rock but to lead active productive
lives.

AT HOME IN SPURhg}ER‘;“!\;aa héiol:lier
band William R. Bingham, was a charter
member of the Beech Creek Extension
Homemakers Club, when it was organiz-
ed in 1941. Today, her daughter-in-law is
president of that same organiztion.

WOODSMAN EAST TEXAS ECHO

.- How-Spurger got its name— {ad cther

interesting items)

For_further information on Spurger
and its history, written by people who
live there, read “‘A Brief History of the
Spurger Area 1836-1976,"° which is
availabe ‘at the Museum Store at
Heritage Village Museum. Copies can
also be obtained from the Beech Creek
Extension Homemakers Club, which
published the book as a Bicentennial
Project.

Month-long
exhibit is
Spurger salute

A month-long exhibit saluting the 50th
Anniversary of the Beech Creek Exten-
sion Homemakers Club and the history
of Spurger, where the club meets, will be
on display at Heritage Village Museum,
beginning the first week of March.

Highlighting the exhibit will be a
tribute to the late Vivian Cruse Jordan.
who edited the history of the **Spurger
Area 1836-1976"" as the bicentennial pro-
ject of the Beech Creek Club. Mrs. Jor-
dan, long-time teacher, postmistress.
historian and writer, was a charter
member of the Club.

Born in Woodville, the daughter of
Henry and Ada Bean Cruse, and the
great granddaughter of Squire and Piety
Cruse, who came to Tyter County from
Tennessee in 1834, Miss Vivian was the
wife of Bruce Jordan, grandson of
James Pinckney Jordan and Rebecca

Ivey Collier.
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We Still Do Business
The Old Fashion Way.
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ED. NOTE: T. E. Phillips’s carcer In the Border
Patrol spanmed the years of World War I, duriag
which time be was ofien calied upon (0 engage in
counter-esplomage for the State Departraent. This
story tells of oue of his trips south of the border for
ma especially dangerous smigument for his govers-

ment,

Most people don’t know that four
Japanese planes were sent to bomb the
Panama Canal, while the main air force
was bombing Pearl Harbor. The only
reason the canal was not bombed was
that the four planes got off course and
ran out of gas. All died in the Pacific

~ west of Panama.

e

I learned this much later when I was

sent to the airfield, where they were sup--

posed to have landed. :

As | have said in earlier stories about’

my work during World War II, I never
knew where my orders came from. I
never had a written order or made a writ-
ten report. My very first orders came by
radio about 8 o’clock in the morning,
telling me to be at headquarters in two

'MARCH 6, 1991 - .

Counter espionage escapad

hours, prepared for foreign duty.
I was taken to the air station in San

Antonio, where 1 was told I was being
sent to South Africa to be in charge of
prisoners. I was to have thirty officers
under me.

When we arrived at immigration head-
quarters in New Orleans, I was told my
orders had been changed. I was to be in
charge of a new agency called Counter
Espionage. I didn’t” know what that
meant then, and [ still. don’t,

My first job was to bring the prisoners
off a German battleship the British had
sunk off the coast of South America to a
place prepared for them in the United
States. For the common prisoners that
place was west of El Paso, just over into
New Mexico. The important prisoners,
the ones who could be traded, were to go

to the Green Briar Hotel in Warm Spr-

inss- Gwrsia- )

My orders, which were always verbal,
came through the Immigration Service in
New Orleans and a high commissioned
officer at the Army Base at Panama Ci-
ty, Panama.

During my, counter espionage service,

I worked in every country in South
America, except two, and every island

near the . continent, including Cuba,
British East Indies, the French posses-
sion islands and the Faulklands. I was in
shooting scrapes in at least three dif-
ferent countries and one in Panama. But
my last trip was the most exciting and

- probably the least known of my army ex-

My escort was a special 'officer from
the Intelligence Department who was
suppo_sed to be a Master Sergeant but

Peanuts and Peanut Butters
in Delightful Flavors .
MesquiteeCinnamone®Spicy Nacho
JalapenoeHickoryeHot Chili
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Serenity Prayer

Gof grant me
the Sercnity to aceept
the things I cannot

Courcyje to change
the things I can,
and MNisdom to fpow
the difference.

These white marble plaques with inspirational
verses promise to be one of our most popular
additions. They come with easel back for stand-
ing or hanging.

Sullivan’s Hardware

Open Saturday’s until 5:30 p.m.

11 West Bluff

was more than likely a Secret Service
agent. Another sergeant drove our car. A
second car with a regular army sergeant
and a driver usually backed us up. These
four men always knew where to find the
men I was to pick up, how many body

w50y SVISITHERITAGEVILEAGE MUSEUM

gomng to a small air base in Columbia,
where the Japanese planes had planned
to land after they bombed the Panama
Canal. He said we were to meet a

guards they had and how dangerous they T

The way we usually worked was the
Master Sergent would tell the men who
were wanted that I had come to arrest
them and take them back to the United
States for the duration of the war. Then
it was up to me. I have no way of know-
ing who selected me for the job, but I'do

‘know that my -ability with a pistol and

my experience in gun battles along the
Rio Grande was the reason I was
selected. And, I'm sure the Master
Sergeant expected a gun battle every time
we had a pick up.

Many of the South Aina'lcalns :ll;dn’t
especially want us to pick up the aliens,
especially not-the important ones. Chile
even refused to let us land when we went
after one man, and we had to slip in, get
our man, and slip out. The sergeants
always told me I was the one who was
going to make the arrest. ] just had to

assume that they were ready to back me

up. .
One morning when I was in Panama,
a solider was sent to pick me up. It was

very early, about 3 am. He told me 1 ~

was’ to report to the Master Sergeant’s
office. When I arrived, the sergeant who
drove our car and the one who came for
me were not allowed in the office, where
the Master Sergeant was going over some
photographs. He told mie ‘that we were

. )‘\ ( .
ic® @

gotbackilnothdrcaranﬂhdtheway

EAT AT THE. ..

WHEN VISITING HERITAGE VILLAGE, |

Highway 190 * 2 Mile West of Woodville, Texas

= Serving Genuilne Ploneer Meals
In True Boarding House Style

)

MENU

Chicken & Dumplins Everyday = Fried Chicken
"3 Country Vegetables ¢ Slaw :
.~ Hot Homemade Biscuits » Gombread
Tomato Relish ¢ Watermelon Rind Preserves
Coffee « Tea *» Fruit Cobhler
Buttermilk -

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY
11AMto2P.M

| $7.98 Weekdays

* All You Can Eat *

FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY
11TAMWEPMR

| .'$8.98 Weekends
& Holidays

Experience The Past With
True Country Cooking In

VISIT HERITAGE VILLAGE MUSEUM

e results in shoot:

until we dr?lve u]:':i s;na]l hmh;a;lshm h;;
stopped and wai or per a
hour, after the Master Sergeant and the
General checked their watches.

From here I could see the two sheds
and large ranch house in the distance
that were in the sergeant’s pictures.
There was a cleared spot in the front of
the sheds that could very easily have been
‘used as an air strip. At a signal from the
woods, both cars started up and drove
toward the sheds. As we-got closer I
could see Columbian soldiers surroun-
ding small houses in the woods as well as
the ranch house. . :

We stopped in front of the sheds, and
as the general and his driver got out of
their car I could see that the general did
not have a gun.' About his driver I could
not be sure, although I presumed that he
was armed. The men in my car got out
and lined up even with the others, facing

the sheds, leaving a space of about 50~

feet between them. I got out last, moving
mmmm%hﬁﬁgor?&_lmtgs
we a t line facing the
sheds, three men came out of a little
. work room to one side-and started walk-

* ing toward us. It appeared that they had
been working on a small airplane visible,

inside the one open shed. .

The blond well-built man leading the
three was about twenty-five years old.
He was wearing work clothes and was
wiping his hands on a large towel which
he ‘held in front of him. When they
_reached a spot directly in front of the.

“ ' ”gen&al,whowasstandmgonmyﬁghy

the German said something to the
general that I could not understand.
When the general responded, in a
Spanish dialect foreign to me, the whole

incident came quickly to a close.

As the German threw the towel away
withthhiesll’gt hand and raised l 'hishxsarrlxl;hl
saw automatic pistol in his right
hand. My shot hit him just below the
right shoulder, His companions, who
were not armed, raised their hands as the
general motioned to ‘the soldiers behind

- the shed to come ‘forward. The/gmaa]

MARCH 6, 1991 "

out near Panama

then turned and saluted us before getting
into his car and driving away.

I never spoke to a single person during
that trip except the two sergeants, who
expected the Germans to fight and me to
kill them. This and other experiences I
haddunng.thethistimepmmejustas
much into the war as the soldiers on the
front line. I know the government vsed

. Flowering Dogwood is lovely

" f"‘ByBethHonﬂumn,PlrkRugu

Big Thicket National Presesve

The flowering dogwood tree (cornus
florida) is considered by many to be one
of the most beautiful flowering: trees
native to Texas. This small tree is able to

tolerate shady conditions and ‘can be.

found growing in the understory. of the

‘tall pine trees of east Texas.

The dogwood displays its flowers
before other trees have their leaves.
These bloorns occur in March or April,
signaling to many the {rrival of spring.
The tny, greenish-yellow flowers' are
surrounded by four large, white bracts

(leaves), giving the appearance of large. .

blooms. The abundance of. spring
flowers covering the tree is reflected in its
scientific name florida, which is Latin
for flowery. 3 .

Many enjoy the beauty of the flower-
ing dogwood during the spring. But the
tree gives a second show during the fall

"when its leaves turn bright red. This

year-round beauty makes thé dogwood a
favorite for landscape gardening. The
red, shiny fruit that develops in the fall
gives additional color that may last into

s
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the winter. The fruits are somewhat toxic
to humnans, but favored by songbirds, in-
cluding the cardinals and robin that
migrate south to winter in the area.
The outer bark of the tree is in a
checkerbgard pattern, almost résembling
alligator hide. The wood is ‘hard and
shock resistant. The Genus name Cormus
is derived from the Latin word for horn,
referring to the hard, tough wood. This
wood becomes smoother with wear and
makes ideal weaving shuttles, as it does
not fray the thread. Before the commer-
cial use of plastics, dogwood was used

WOODSMAN EAST TEXAS ECHO

me, but I was doing something that had
to be done and that I was qualified for.
best 1 can remember, there were

men who refused to surrender when
wﬂ'e:t for them. Three were buried as

body guard of the fourth man,
got away.

FOR RENT
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments

Pineyweoods . :
Terrace

Apartments
A Senlor CJu;on Lommunity

for mallet heads, golf-club heads and -

pulleys. N :
Early settlers to thé Big Thicket knew
they had good soil by the presence of

dogwood trées. These trees prefer rich, ,
soils and help .maintain the soil condi-

tions. The fallen leaves break down -

rapidly over winter, releasing valuable
minerals into the soil. .
Most dogwood trees are small, rarely

. growing over 40 feet tall with a trunk

diameter of 8 to 12 inches. The state
champion tree can be found at the
Longhorn Army Ammunition Depot
near Marshall (Harrison County).

65 Cobb ‘Mill Road
@Woodville, Texas
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OFF WE G) A-HUNTING. It was more than 60 years ago, but M. L. Bi of

Spurger, leit, remembers many a hunting trip he and his brother Tarnce enjoyed in

the woods behind the family farm. Today, M. L. and his wife Jo live on that same

;():rol}gerty, once the homestead of: his grandfather and namesake, Madison Lane
ollier.

/am.to7 p.m.

/ days a week
full service meat market

Freezer orders
Custom Cutting and
wrapping
Weekly Specials
Randy or Sandra

Holcomb,
owners

Tom's Meat
Market

HWY 92
Spurger,Texas
429-3015

RITE OF SPRING:

Recycling in the - -
~garden is profitable

By Diane Morey Sitton
Garden Editor

Recycling in the garden saves time,
money and resources. And the best thing
about it is that there are dozens of com-
mon items that can be recyced in
creative and practical ways.

Chunks of concrete and old wood, for
instance, can be used to construct raised
beds or to enhance garden design.

. When recycled from nature, organic
materials, including leaves and grass clip-
pings, enrich garden soil.

Other items can be used to conserve
water and aid in the development of
plants. Recycled materials can even be
used to protect seedlings and deter
CTOWS.

If you are planning a new project or
redesigning an old one, consider using
““recyclables.” Used bricks add charm to
patios and pathways. Wood, weathered
from time and use, has character, and it
complements foliage.

In most cases used materials can be
purchased for a fraction of the cost of
new materials. Sometimes, used
materials are free for the asking. :

Recycled items are available from
several sources. Check your own yard or
storage area: it may be time to convert an
old brick patio, buckled from tree roots,
into a winding pathway.

Often, materials can be obtained from
construction sites, demolition sites,

giin the

nurseries, and friends and neighbors.

The, most common copstructiov
materials recycled for home and garden
inchude concrete, bricks, old limber-and

Try to locate a source close. to your
home. The-materials are heavy;.and it
often requires several trips to _collect
enough to complete a project.

Recycled concrete is ideal for patios,
retaining walls and steps. To- make a
path set small pieces of coxcrete into a
bed of sand. Mortar them in place or
leave them unmortared and plant
fragrant herbs or ground covers between
the cracks. : :

Old bricks can be used in many of the
same ways as concrete. Although bricks
salvaged from demolition sites must be
cleaned, the mortar you knock off has
uses of its own as fill in driveways, pot
holes or drainage ditches.

Used lumber, gathered from demoli-
tion sites or old barns, can be recycled in-
to raised beds, window boxes and
planters. Short scraps of new Iumber,
found at construction sites, are ideal for
small planters or as bracing for retaining
walls and raised beds.

Of all the recyclable construction
materials, railroad ties are the most ver-
satile and difficult to work with.
Although they can be used for steps,
raised beds, retaining walls and decking,
they are heavy to maneuver and must be
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ustom Jewlery Made To Order from 14 Kafat
Gold, Sterling Silver, Precious Stohfes, Diamonds,
Gems. Large Selection Of Handmade Jewelry .
In Stock Now for Christmas
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J .. (Continued from Page 6)

Since 1941, Home Demonsuauon
Clubs have played an important role in
the rural areas of Tylér County. Their
history, however, goes back to 1903,
when a Dr. Seaman started result
demonstrations of better farming prac-
tices in Kaufman County. A Dr. Knapp
soon realized that farmers’ homes need-
edtobeasfulas'F' ildhlf
agriculture was to progress. For help, he
turned to the Girls’ lndu:;u-ialw 2
(later Texas State College for Women),
where a household arts department had

_juist been established.

As there was a greater need for trained
women than the college could meet, a
temporary answer was to find a mature,
rurallm-sdlool tig?dlufwho had an
understanding of farm families, was not
afraid to drive around the countryside
glooneand ing of keeping

use. rt‘.*:

In 1912, Mrs. Edna Trigg, a school
teacher in Milam County, was appointed
by the U. S. Department of Agriculture
as the first Texas home demonstration
agent. Her first job was to work with
farm gitls in growing, preparing and can-
ning tomatoes.

While home demonstration work was
under way in Texas, efforts were being

*spl.ll'ger C|Ub (Continued from Page 1)

for and editor of the history of the
“Spurger Area 1836-1976,” the club’s
bicentennial project. With the help of the
entire community, the history of each
organized church, fraternal and civic
organization as well as the peop!_e behmd
them were recorded for posterity. It is
this record that people continually turn
to today to research the early history of
Spurger, a small farming community
about 22 miles southeast of Woodville.

Part of the anniversary tribute to Miss

e G I R

keep produce clean and improve the ap-
pearance of the garden. Ultimately,
mulch improves soil structure and fertili-
The best mulches are free and easy to
obtain in East Texas. They include leaves
(shredded and unshredded), pine
needles, shredded corn stalks and com-
posted pine wood (excellent for azaleas
and camellias).
Grass clippings, available to almost
cvery homeowner, are an important
source of nitrogen. As a mulch they are

made to pass national legislation in sup-

port of extension work in agriculture and

home economics. The final passage of

the Smith-Lever Act in 1914 established

wlfdlc?l.;e'l‘ ive IExtmsion Serivce,
i exas legislature accepted,

&i;mmg Texas A&M as adminstrator for
state

In 1915, Mrs. Trigg was invited to
conduct the first canning school in
Childress.. As other agents were ap-
pointed to follow her lead, canning
schools turned into clubs, the forerun-
ners of the home demonstration club.

By World War I, food production and
food conservation at home had become
exceedingly important. ‘“Feed yourself at
home,” was the campaign slogan home
demonstraton agents carried to their club
members.

In 1924, county wide councils began to
be organized to help unify the program
and to provide a means of cooperation
between the homemakers and other
organizations.” In 1926, a State Home
Demonstration Association was organiz-
ed. In 1931, to increase interest and
allow more women to participate and to
learn organizational skills, district
meetings were arranged.

t

Vivian will be the presentation of a quilt,
piecced by her mother and former
member, Ada Bean Cruse. Named
“Miss Vivian’s Stars and Squares” by
members who quilted it, the top was
given to the club by Miss Vivian’s son,
Charles Jordan, of Bridge City.

All former members of the club are
being invited to the club’s anniv
meeting as well as local and district ex-
tension service directors and county
leaders.

Timber Ridge o | 9

Tours "_:_"‘."".‘-‘:_‘ ' ','\“'?
wants you '

d

* in our secluded, modern, 2-bedroom ¢ottage surrounded by 50
¢ acres of natural wilderness. $60/night.

S 3 miles from the nearest highway, 6 miles from Fred, TX, 8 miles
® from the Pitcher Plant Trail of the Big Thicket National
B Preserve, and 30 miles from Woodyville, TX.

Also guided tours: camping, fishing, canoeing, nature study
Timber Ridge Tours

to see the dogwoods of The Big Thicket: o g
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casy to handle; they remain in place; they
have a neat appearance; and they disap-
pear into the soil by fall.

Newspaper mulch is especially useful
around permanent crops like strawber-
riesandasparagus.Soakthepapersin
water before ing them six to eight
sheets thick over the garden. If you used
dry newspapers, weigh them down with
soil. At the end of the season, dig in the

newspapers as a source of organic mat-
ter. -~
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* Western

(From Page 1)

190, then west in front of the Court
House. This year’s Parade Marshal] wil!
be Brandi Gloor of Beaumont, the 1990
Woestern Weekend Sweetheart.

Until 1967, the trailriders, who had
been coming to Tyler County ever since
1958, were part of the Annual Dogwood
Festival. But, as the numbers of riders
increased, local horsemen got together
and organized their own weckend, ex-
panding the spring celebration to two big
weekends.

Adding to the fun of the weekend is
the Arts and Crafts Fair, sponsored by
the Business and Professional Women's
Club of Woodville, on Saturday from 7
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Beltron and Compaq Computers
IBM compatibles, Apple
- Hardware and Software
Sales and Service

809 S. WHERLER ~ JASPER,TX.
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ANTIUE TRUNKS

DOROTHY
HARRELL

| Two miles

Looking for a treasure?
Have a treasure to sell?
We have a wide variety of truly uni-
que antiques, including farm items,

Victorian furnishings, unusual
trunks, tables, chairs, benches, and

Woodville, Tx

1-409-384-9025

AND THINGS

283-2468 |
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McDonald's
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WELCOME ALL
VISITORS TO TYLER COUN1Y
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1.—ENTRANCE &. MUSEUM
STORE: Enter the Village through the
Museum Store, where you’ll find an in-
triguing collection of unique country
crafts, an outstanding selection of books
dealing with the history of the area, and
many .unusual gift items.

2.-—-WHITMEYER GENEALOGY
LIBRARY: Research your Tyler County
roats right here at the Village. Share in-
formation through our Genealogy
Register, use our microfiche and
microfilin readers, browse through our

WOODSMAN EAST TEXAS ECHO

growing collection of famjly ‘histories §

and books. : -
3.—EXHIBITION.ROOM: Monthly ex-
hibits are shown in this room to further
explain the history of Tyler County that
is being preserved in the Village.
4f.KILLAM JEWELRY SHOP:
alented jewelry. designer John. Killam
demonstrates early methods ‘of jewelry

- making for visitors, while operating his

custom jewelry business. Many of his
designs are ‘found exclusively in the
Museum Store. . ) ,

5.—JUSTICE OF THE PEACE: The
JP’s duties once included assaying

“minerals, pérforming marriage

ceremonics ahd handing out punishment
to triminals. Former Woodville City

-Magistrate and Border Pattolman T.E.

Phillips offers interesting evidence of his
colorfti} careers for. Villagevisitors.
6.—PAWN SHOP: Old time mechanica?

‘money banks in the window invite

visitors inside, where a wide variety of
treasures . be found that stir memories
oT days gone by, .

1.—WAGON SHOP: Plans are under -

vay for reworking this area into a wagon
shop and Tack Room. %
8.—TENAS DINNER BELL FAC-

"TORY. The traditional triangle, which

rang across pionecer lands both as an

-alarm and a chow time “‘come and get
it"’, is made here for sale at the Museum " §

Store .and -in specially shops coast to
coast. '

. “9.—POST OFFICE: There really was a

Pluck Post Office, and Willie Reinhardt
was the, last Postmaster for the little mill
town near Corrigan in Polk County. In-
side fixtures of our reconstruction came
from the originai. '
10..—BARBER SHOP: If you wanted a
Saturday night bath, this century old
barber shop could accommodate you in
the back room. The 1836 copper tub
once belonged to a Jefferson, Texas,
blacksmith. The century old fixtures of
the shop included two chairs, which
could be laid back and revolved, but not
raised or lowered.

11.—-SHERIFF'S OFFICE AND JAIL:
Every town had one,- of course. The

Village’s offering is a replica of the type

of facilities one might have found in ear-
ly Tyler County days.
12.—BLACKSMITH SHOP: In use in
Colmesneil in the late 1800's, this shop is
now the home of the East Texas
Blacksmith Aliance. Village Blacksmiths
fire up the forge whenever a touring
group is expected, inviting them to share
in what was once one of the most impor-
tant businesses in any town.
13.—CANE GRINDER AND SYRUP
MILL: Horses or mules were used to
turn the grinders through which sugar
canc was squeczed before the slow pro-
cess of cooking the juice into a delectable
syrup. In the shed beyond is an old
wagon donated by the late Gov. Allan
Shivers, a famous Woodville son.
14.—TOLAR. CABIN: Built by Robert
Tolar for his bride in 1866 and donated
by his ancestors, the cabin, where family
members cooked their meals -over the
open fire well into the 1950°s, was moved

intact from near Hillister. It was award-

~
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ed the medallion of the Texas Historical
Commisston in 1964.
I5.—CHEROKEE CHURCH:
Established in 1860 and rebuilt in 1912,
Cherokee Church served the entire com.
munity northwest of Woodville for
many years. The church building, which
served a Baptist congregation from
1936-1986, was dismantled and rebuilt at
the Village in 1990.

16.—RAILROAD DEPOT: Materials
for this depot came from the 1890 station
in Hillister. The loop hanging on the out-
side wall held the Order Stick, which the
Station Master would hold out 1o a piss-
ing train so orders, information and
outgoing mail could be picked up
without the train having to slow down.
17.—COLLIER STORE: Much of the

original material and furnishings are in--

cluded in the reconstruction of this
general store, built in Town Bluff in 1863
by Zacharia Cowart Collicr.

18.—TURKEY CREEK INN: A replica
of what an early hostelry looked like in

Tyler County. Furnishings are being

assembled to accompany the handsome
upright piano donated by Phebe Arm-
strong and her sister, Margaret Parker.
19.—~LAWYERS OFFICE: Every so
often, every one in town needed a

. L - tow
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. Jawyer, and it wasn’t unusual to find bim . . .

Open Seven Days
A Week

officing off the lobby of the local hotel.
20.—SALOON: Even a little town like
Woodville once had a saloon. In fact at
onc time, it had scveral. But our Village
will havc only one, off the hotel lobhy
and behind the Apothceary.

21l.—APOTHECARY SHOP: Inan old -

time drug store, only prescriptions and
home remedies were sold. The prescrip-
tion counter here.is from a drug store in
Rockland, which was once a thriving mill
town and the terminus of the railroad
from Beaumont.

22.—PHYSICIAN'S OFFICE: Dr. and
Mrs. Gayle Burton of Woodville are cur-
rently researching early Tyler County
physicians to authenticate the refur-
bishing of this office.
23.—SEAMSTRESS SHOP: Re-
creation of an 1875-85 Shop, which in its
day was a genteel way for a lady to earn
a living. Joseph Gerrietts and his
mother, Martha Stark, of Houston are
responsible for the research and fur-
nishings of this shop, which offers a
delightful look into the world of Fashion,
a cenlury apo.

24.—OPEN DEMONSTRATION

AREA: Opening up the entrance to the
Village, this area is used for a variety of
demonstrations throughout the year,

such.as our white oak.basket makers. . . ...

-

25.—MUSIC SHOP: -Musical

- be.found in the Big: Thicket, .

O [P
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; HOP history
memorabilia.from-the collection of Bub-
ba Voss-of Orange; who ‘spent- many
years in a circus band, has been increased
to include old sheet ‘music donated by
Fred Bennett.of Woodyille. . -

26.—CHAIR FACTORY. Dallas Miller

operated this chair factory in Burkeville.

until 1964, when it was donated to the
Village by his family. Besides being the
best chair maker in this part of the coun-
try, Miller was also a* genius in
fabricating the machinery he needed to
make those chairs.

- 27.—INDUSTRIAL AREA. Soon to be

the home of the Mattress Factory, Seed
Separator and other early machinery
needed. to keep an early Village
operating.

28.—VILLAGE STILL: Once shameful-
ly located right outside the school house,
the Whiskey Still is now back in the
woods where it can turn out its moon-
shine without corrupting young souls at
recess. _

29.—LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE.
Typical of the one-room school houses
where all grades were taught by one
teacher and older students were pressed
into service to help the younger ones with
their X lessons.
30.—PICNIC AREA: Nested in the
woods is a delightful picnic arca, where
visitors who wish to **brown bag’’ it can
relax and enjoy. ‘
31.—SHINGLE SPLITTING: Under
the overhang of the log utility shed you'l
often find Ewell Woods, one of the
Village’s most Ffaithful volunteers, who
splits shingles 10 the entertainment of
Village visitors. e

32.—LOG UTILITY SHED. The Junior
Historians, a group of middle and high
school students sponsored by the Tyler
County Heritage Socicty at the Village,
dismantled and rcassembled this sturdy
log structure, which came from the Plea-
sant Hill Community ncar Spurger,
southeast of Woodville,

| 33.—CANTILEVER LOG BARN: This

140-year old log barn once belonged to
the family of famed timber and oilman,
John Henry Kirby, at Peach Tree Village
near Chester. It was moved log by log to
the Village by a team of volunteers.

34. —DEMONSTRATION BARN:

Since old time craft demonstrations are
the life line of the Village, this open sided
pole barn offers a perfect spot for large
demonstrations, outdoor gatherings and
workshops. _

35.—THE COTTAGE ROSE: Antique
and miniature roses surround this

- delightful little shop, which is located

outside the Village proper, up the hill
from the Pickett House. In addition to
beautiful containerized plants outside
and an aromatic profusion of dried
floral items inside, the mother-daughter
owners offer demonstrations and help
with making the Village ‘more authen-
tically flowerful t¢ its depicted period.

- 36.—PICKETT HOUSE: Country

cooking abounds in this world famous
restaurant housed in a turn of the cen-
tury school house. Open daily with an
all-you-can-cat menu that  includes
chicken and dumplings, fresh vegetables
and fruit cobblers, the bright cheerful in-

. terior is decorated with colorful circus

posters from the collection of Bubba
Voss from Orange.
37.—HAMM HOUSE: Donated by the

. Hamm Family of Town. Bluff, this cen-

tury old home is currently being restored

~ as o Nature Center at the head of the Big

Woods Hiking Trails.
38.--BIG WOODS HIKING TRAILS:

This 11.5 acres’of well-marked hiking

trails offer most of the treasures that.can

Y

T L LT ey

g g g

g

[T

Sty



	35-0441
	35-0442
	35-0443
	35-0444
	35-0445

