MG,
'l‘haehadtobeawaytom
theNechesana'.
-~ And 50 there was the fi .
M_inumoftheCommmmCom..'
. -beginning in 1849;-record the
appoinimen

Righ water on the Neches

- waler ln‘ueul‘ﬂlemof trees o8 the west bask cast their shadows
hanan ki onlleanﬂunadd‘o-m across the river, cutting out the sen and
Bmduwcﬁh’tpmﬁ.m (Continned on 3A)

Twilight tour on Dec. 7

n'smthcp&.bntbqnnmwm delectable cookies.
ms-m special. You'll witacss a living
Anddu'mdlhem&eflm-

pﬁ.ofholnc.' Annl‘l\u— m!u
hgli ofiluunon ﬂﬁﬁm
ke .WoodvillesAn- ﬂctui"
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, 0t Saturday, December 7, the
Federated:Women's Clubs of Woodville
will get the Christmas Season off to a
festive start with its 14th’Annual Tour of
Homes. !

Sponsoring clubs are The Woman’s
Study Club, which was organized and fed-
erated in 1924, the Woman’sReading Club,

- chartered in 1941, and the Heritage Civic
Club, organized in 1964,
Featured in this year’s tour will be the
homesof Jimmy and L.aWilda Chapman at
40 Lake Drive in Chesswood, their neigh-
bors, Richard and Dede Cordes, at 36 Lake
Drive, and the turn-of-the-century home
of Rusty and Renie Koenig at 201 N.
Village in downtown Woodville; '
According to Mrs. Chapman, who is
]n'incigalof the Warren Elementary School,
their home is filled with mementos col-
lected all over the world during her
husband’s military service. sl
Lt. Col. Chapman, U.S.A Ret., teaches
math at Chester High School. The Cordes’
lovely brick bome, which Dede describes
as traditional, features antique wicker and
other treasurers, which she and’her hus-
band have collected over the years. Rich-
ard is Health Director at the Alabama/

Coushatta Indian Reséfvation Heal i
Clinic, and Dede has a private practice

a Speech Pathologist..

The Koenig lioriie; known for years a

the “Rock’ House after its long time own-

ers, Thomas Carrol and Aniia Wicklinie
Rock, was featured in-the August issue of

the East Texas Echo, shortly after the
Livingston couple purchased it Built by,
Elijah Cruse between 1900and 1905, when

he passed away, the home was,pi

in 1906 by Henry. H.-and: Annie Vilila

Collier Wickline. The ‘Wickline’s gr
granddaughter, Carol Ann Phillips, whoi
a.member of the Womén's' Study Club

-

wilt be puiting alotof her memories of that

house into its-decoration for the tour.

Refreshments will'be served at all three
homes, at which Christmas crafts and
edibles will be. available. for sale. Tour
tickets are $3 and can be purchased from
downtown merchantsorat any of the three
participating homes.

Following the home tour; Heritage Vil-, -
lage Museun invités visitors to make their”
early taste of Christmas complete witha ;

~Twilight Tour of the Village, from 5:00t0 - | -

9:00 pm.

Wood ducks return

By Beth Houseman
Park Ranger
Big Thicket National Preserve
“Jump! Jump!” the mother seems to call
to her babies. And with only a slight hesi-

day, the recovery of the wood duck can be
considered a suceess. '

Wood ducks are commonly seen in Big

Thicket National Preserve. A good chance
to see “woodies” is on the Beaver Slide
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Bluff and owned extensive propesty onthe
river north of Spurger.’ It was known as

dan liveson the road know2a as Works B luff
Fesry Road. He led us from his homeall the
way to the 1. ver, where Alex Bower, son of
Tom, lives on the high biuff overlooking
the old ferry site on the othexside of a deep
aranch or ravine. .

Tom Bower was the scn of Ruius K.
Bower, Spurger’s first postmaster as well
and the operator of a large genezal store.
During his term of office, the post office
was namrally located in his store.

On our way to the ferry site, Bo Jordan

iheéeast.
-the road. fol

‘that attributed to E

Beech Grove, area of Jasper County. Five

SED NP e Ty e e e i M A P K Al H
f [ \ Tt

o

Ty site hii yheu ,
" Jasper. County “holdings. Ephraim
lhompmndledinlhe spring of 1836.
Asforthe _Shelﬂ‘icé%.. the last ferglr
operate in Tyler County, it was own
', & by Jeff Sheffield, who
Georgiainthat massevacuation

m ‘f of Early County around 1852. Atone time,

: down this historic trace,
i 92 and drove north to
| exits two'miles north of

wherethere area number of camp sitesarid:

yéar around homes, We marked our-spot
‘witl'a'ribbon down on the river bank and

foand it two days later.from the river,

- Another ferry sile we searched for was
) im Thompson, pur-
portedtobe the earliestsettlerinthe Spurger .

area. BominKenticky in1792, Thompson. -

came toTexas in 1829, living first in the
years later he applied to Lorenzadé Zavala:
for a league of land asa coldnist. Title for
this Spanish Land Grant-was issued in
October 1834, the land divided -by-
theNeches River. The 2612 acresin what is
now Tyler County included the Sheffield
Ferry area, so one might wonder if that
might not have been the'logical place for
him to operate his ferry, if indeed he did so.”
The homesite, where he and his wife are
both buried, is on.a high bluff at least 50
feet above the river. We visited the area,

L]

;" - he owned a largepiece of the land that had *.
", ‘'once been partofthe Thompsonland grant, -
* stretching north to the Redfields.

According to Phebe Young Armstron
in “From the Forks of Turkey Creek,” z%
1881 the Tyler County
authorized establishment of this, the

many years later, this road. - iast public ferry on the Neches River, cre-
took us directly to the old fenfr landing, g amuch nex

% amuch needed link between Spurg;r
and Kirbyville. Later operators were a-Dr.
Ogden, who couldn’t make a go of it,

Commissioners

Hardy Sirmons, Hendexson & PoolofJasper,
and finally the Jenkins family, who ran it
frgm 1917until the bridge was built in
1959. .
There are many places up and down the
river, including the ramp we used on the
southeastside of the Shefiield Ferry bridge,
where a boat or canoe can be launched for -.
a river ride. Or special tours can beé ar-
ranged by calling James and
NeldaOverstreet of Timber Ridge Tours - -
(409) 246-3107, who have regular week- °
end schedules out of Evadale during the
summer months and charters year around.
Meanwhile, now that we’re stirring up
interestinour ferry site scarch, we hope our
readers will help us fill in some of the gaps
for future stories on th€tiver crossings our
ancestors used, when they came to Tyler
County. -

Y —

_ History attracts tourists -

Histmi_canractioﬂ_sareoneofthewp

thiree most popularreasons why thenation's

visitors come to Texas, according to the

Texas Departmentof Transportation's 1991

Auto Visitor Survey.

" Among these attractions, historic tours
and visits to historical imuseums are the
miost frequently cifed activities. In addi-
tion, among the top things that visitors like

-best about Texas are its small towns and

Texas historical markers. Seeking infor-
mationon histori¢ siteseven outrankstrayel
breaks as one of the chief reasons why
visitors stopped at the state's 12 Travel and
Information Centers when entering the
m . o )

"Texas is truly fortunate to have such a

ecutive director. ot the ‘I'exas Historical
Commission. "It'sevident that a significant
part of the state’s cultural and economic
well- being depends on the strength of -
efforts to preserve the tangible reminders

~.of our heritage,” he added.

-Texas boasts hundreds-of small history
musems, ‘such as Heritage Village Mu-
seum and the Allan Shivers Library in
Woodville, and numerousoutstanding land-
marks. The fascinating history of key events
in every phase of the state's development, .
from early archeological sites to the mak-
ing of the first electronic transister, are
recorded in thousands of Official Texas
Historical Markers along roadsides and at
historic structures and sites around the
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OUR LADY OF THE PINES §

showed oad crossed the
1pm, s whedo e oatlonce which the locals refer, 10 as the Redfields, colorful hisiory,” said Curtis Tunnell, ex-

branch, which still flows with fresh arte-

.

tation, the day-old wood ducks climb out Trail, in the southeast comer of the Big

of their nestand jump out of the trée. They ~ Sandy Creek Unit. This 1.5 mile loop trail -

land safely; their soft, flexible bones ab-  winds around a series of ponds formed by

sorb the impact from the 50 foot fall. The beaver dams. Access to the trail is off of

ducklings follow their mother towardsthe FM 943, approximately one quarter mile .

water, losing some siblings to the many west of FM 1276 and FM 943 intersection.

hungry predators waiting in the shadows. The story of the wood duck best illus-

But, wood ducks are survivors. After all, trates the need for effective wildlife man-

this species was facing inent extinc-  agement programs. Annual bird counts are

m::l le:fm ma?u?lm agoand today,has a couTaTon method uged for determining : er ,

made almost a full recovery. popular/species status. Big Thicket Na- SACRED HARP. RS Piacii it illage’
In the early 1900's, wood ducks were  tional Preserve will again be participating - [; gﬁmhnas g ili "E INGEFI% e tow for Hleim.a,ge VV. S

found in abundance throughout woodland in the annual Audubon Christmas Bird ¢ 55 WHIEHE - oun 10 a.m. {0 noon, Henttage e

swamps and bottomlands in the United Count on December 28, 1991, (Turkey . {5 8 Museum " T

States. But, heavy hunting pressure and  Creek Unit) and January 4, 1992, (Beech | BLUE GRASS, Wood-Fain‘Opéga House on the Square. Open

habitat reductioncaused populationcounts  Creek Unit). - Stage 7-10 p.m. Biiffetavaiiable: : :

toplunge. Because the wood ducks® haunts If you are interésted in volunteering to I S

were popular hunting grounds for other  countthedifferentbirds migrating through ‘ T

species, wood ducks were hunted over a  the Preserve, contact Ranger David Baker

longer period of time than other ducks. at(409) 839-2689, Beginner birdwatchers

Hunters sought the colorful birds, whose are weicome,

scientific name “Aix sponsa”loosely trans-

Suftog dererfowt in wedding auire,”for |'The East Texas Echo
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We have a large selection of books to suit every need and iﬁier_wt. You must come out
AND _ and see for yourself ou rmany titles in Texas history, the Big Thicket, and popular
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PHOTOGRAP ' 1 COOK BOOKS--Over two dozen different cookbooks, featuring traditional and
- o modem Texas gastronomy . : . S

HUMOR--There's no place like Texas to geta I}ig ;laurg';l }.IS'(;:: arz some o{) the f:;{;lmegt

books, incleding Hick is Chic, That Cat Won't Flush; They Shoot Canoes, Don't They?; ) .

-Oh Lord, I Som%d Just Like Mama; The Vanishing American Outhouse; Whistling at Unique designs by J. Largo of Dallas,

aDeafHorse; How to Talkto Your Cat; You Might Be a Redneck If. . ., and many more some limited edng:;. in bronze. From

.'%%PHLDREN{S BOOKS - GIFT BOOKS | -
- CHRISTMAS BOOKS- GIFTS OF
ALL INDS

Be sure (o look at our latest titles, including The Antique Tool Collector; Victorian
Houseware, Hardware and Kitchenware; The Roads of Texas; T.R. Fehrenbach's T-Shirts, Homemade Preserves,
Handmade Quilts, linens, pewterware,

Texas from Above, and many more.
beautiful 1992 Calendars, stone ground

(J_ reat SeIGCtions, LOW Price cornmeal, and much‘muh more

BIRTHDAY PARTY.FOR THE TYLER COUNTY COURT-
, HOUSE, will include tlie lighting of the square with thousands of
)¢ Christmas lights, a Trée of Lights for needy children, a live

% Nativity, muscial enteftainment, and the arrival of Santa Claus, 5

--—-—i! Far. 4
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Answering the wamnings from natural-
ists predjcting extinction, President |The Woodsman Publishing Co., Inc. Y to 7 pan. ;
Woodrow Wilson signed the Migratory | 205 W. Bluff PO Box 339 = -

Bird Treaty Act in 1918. This gave the |Woodville, Tx. (409) 283-2516 -' . ot )

Federal Government power 10 enforce a8 | 7o further the interesis of the Tyler Countz| Pay December 7, 1991

ban on wood duck hunting for five years. | Heritage Society, a non-profit educational cor. ANNUAL ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT PANCAKE BREAKFAST,
sponsored by the Woodville Rotary.Club, 7a.m. to 11 a.m.,

AS.i('mmed out, _thc hunting season re- poration, and to promote genuine historical '
mained closed until 1941 when huntersin | research, East Texas lifestyles, and tourism, (y: Woodville Inn. $4 per person includes coffee, milk or juice
‘ ¥: Bacon or sausage $lextra.” <.

14 states were allowed to keep one bird per lohn Yearwood—Publisk
‘ : —Publisher T
¥ ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TOUR OF HOMES, sponsored by the

‘V.ilh the ban on hun ting, ihe wood duck Dottic 'ohnson—Heritage Village Editor
1. . Federated Women's Clubs of Tyler County. Three beautiful homes . §

population continued to rise exceptinthe |- Dia~~ Morey Sitton—Garden Editor
Mississippi Flyway, where extensive lum- e Fiawt Lenss Echo (2 published once 8 month a3 a supple. -_.-_iqpen;fmm 1 pim. t0 4:30 p.m. Tour tickets are $3 atareabusic- - - T
messes and at each home on thie day of the tour. . - (i

- - h I i .
bering it fiver bottomland and SWampPs | Tews. The nane soglons wte sone oy o Shyicodvie.
ANNUAL TWILIGHT 7O

", i £ Hari i d
scverely. destroyed nesting. and feeding |7t Sy amdart wes T 'srcoven Uit
habltalS;imels,;were logged and the hol- Address, correspondence relating 1o news articles and adver-
low trees the birds sought fOrnesting were * | reipsndenes s o e Hertons Vi Addrest ee- 'MUSEUM. 5 p.m. i6:9

gL et > ¢ age Village:Museum, toury, .. AY v o .
Ing hr Pick . Fyler € I ) ; ; K g
moved, leaving the wood ducks unable to 270 he e f?‘.:?::w’:éo‘:aﬁ).i'}f:%gﬁ?o"ﬁw 1 H3i YOU CAN BE A STAR; Wood: . Ank
TRt cal . - . . . - - . - . ey N
OSTM . - e open stage 3-7p.m., sho e.7. Sl Sy ot
e pn., wmil pm. Admission'§3:
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increase their numbers. - ¢ 1 ody . o
Along came waterfowl lovess to the™ | POSTMASTER: send changes of address to| [ 2N Y/ : : ' P
rescue. A wide programbeganwhere | e WOODSMAN, P.0. BOX 339, WOOD-| Eoitfis - R - L . - y
 thousands of wood duck nest boxes were | VTh Waokwar bebigoig co. i, sceps ttlvepin:|. . JBL B Paid Foy By-The City Of Woodiie Tomim Fusy TN BE] ‘ Box. 8 o Owned' and Operated. in the: Public Trust. '
constructed and plSCed by tho publie,in | e e £, :;%:mnsmm{wm. A A B | Foy By The City Of ¥ ; d AR N Woodville; " . o 7y by.dhe TYLER 'COUNTY HERITAGE SOCIETY . . §
et 'tats. _-Theg'adap_table-'ducks n Cwyfhl.nfw':.lﬂeem #policy, .~ 7] ) ‘ Pt : TrPe £ \ S | 337}"'- L ‘ . ) o : - asa m"m?mlw . .
g

1

N “of ‘Woodville on U.S. 19(

Publishing. Co,, Inz.
' ificii : - No advertising, articles, ‘photos, or other liems appeaning
the artificial homes, To-- hersin'may be reprinted in any form without the express ?p?wr‘fil':

vk S Matpl ter. pérmission of the publisher.
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IR RN I _Nl_“tlomu . STeNE roay -
s iy Kemeth M . af the porch roof and the pine board: — ”
" Wiied® thecasial” observir”“travels  roof, he told me somie of its history. A '
- down'FM:252 Jasper  ““That's the'oiginal roof that Grand- . : ; B
“'and’séés’the 'sign *‘South P " at pa.Sinis’piit on the house, when he built i g | daesEnde
“entrafice: “of the “long, ™ well:tén itin I888. Daddy jnstalled the tin over ' v, )
baths.and shallow:- - driveway léading to"a: twostory he the' board roof about 1920, The wom ’ SN Totépo
Selectarogh-textured birdbath with 4 ’ places ori the joist above you is where the a Y . ) eesexrorn
bottom; For bathing, birds prefer : ~-the ‘popular- television' seri as.’”” ropes to Mama’s swing ‘were fastened ’ & B 7
-~ = water that the¥ can stand in. Frde L Nothing could be further from . when she was a little girl. You can see the
el - “The creek-that- conctifatas iha old log ¢otton house down there close to

Not sorprisingly, birds are drawn o one
d. hm“‘mm ; ’ - * M a . TRRMAT  WATEE Prdrytet ~h .- h .
reasons that peoplc are deawn to one place g : ‘ R F ' ‘Youndary of the property Was sometimes  Where I built my new house. Further up
cad of another. Binds want a friendly 4 - il i %2 Be Apartment; . -referred to as thie south profig of Walnut  this way is the old wagon shed with Dad-
cavironment that is stable and non-threaten- . : — ‘Run-on the Mexican:maps of the early dy’s slide still in it. The building by it is
ing. Like people, they wanta supply of food . ' : L + 1800s. - The. present™ owner, Bobby the car shed. When: Daddy traded in his
- and fresh, clean water for drinking and bath- g\ Y : McLemore, Phd.,<colone! in the U. S. Model T for a more modemn car, he had
I'G-Malsomamcmnfaﬂic e - v .. . . _ ‘Amym and heir to the old home to make the shed 3 boards longer. In .
o T g W ‘ i ' _ ‘place, decided on this name after seeing 1913 Daddy bought the old place from N {u

- miche where they can build a nest and raise a

andmcmmysmmbhdsisby
a landscape that meets their needs.
A_symgh.tmmﬂudmmchspedtsof
hdhasm]ldummmmm
::limﬂmg:ummdmsbackgmm
desipn. the landscape to conform to its
ikes and dislikes.

Basicgﬁhlin;mca[lforymmplmtevu'-'

greenr and dlﬂl::.s a the back of your
propesty where they will form a bonder. Plant
mdh-duianxsmncamee\rﬁgm
e open, meadows intothe
prassy into
kandscape. Birds-will appreciate the
qﬁaﬂyﬁmmwmdlcwﬁlg.m
willn:spuxlbmcﬁﬂubydevcmnggnd

ﬁlmaﬂbyinmhgﬂeiryiddsorﬁlm~

nots and seods.

mmmmmmr

for foliage that is dense enough to conceal”

them, yet open enough @ Ay through. Spi
raca (buidal wreach), a fast i ong:
mental shrub, makes a thick border, Phant it
alone or make 2 mixed border with spiraca
and forsythia (golden bells). Bluc jays and
Moy doves nest in oaks and pines. Rob-

i
=1

HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF SONG—graces gardenets that plant to suit him

The red winter besries of fowering dog-
wood, anative of East Texas, are relished by

blucbinds, brown thrashers, cardinals, flick- )
- €fs, robins, thrushes, vireos and others. Inall, ' g

some 43 specics seek oot the fruit.
memmfmdsam
attracting a varicty of birds. Wild

native $0 East Texas, are sought out by bloe =
The fruits of Virginia crecper aftract over 35 .

Trompet creeper attracts mockingbirds, rob-

't_”[)”-/ e Y L R L e O P P e s L sl de g L o i:_
1Al "ers L5
[IBRARY & MUSEUM Fef

.

an-old map of the area. ~ Grandpa and Grandma Sims, and they

The old homestead is by 1o means as
large now as it was in 1834 when Sally
Glenn, Bobby's step-great-grandmother,
was granted 4,400 acres or a league of

land by the Mexican government. After-

her husband, Duke Glenn, died in 1833,
leaving her with three sons to raise, Sally
petitioned- His Excellency Lorenzo
DeZavalla, a rqxaeﬂ:.:ive gi the Mex-
ican government, asking to be accepted
as a colonist in the State of Coahuila and
Texas, She was soon granted the league
or headright as it was often called. Her

headright adjoined that of her brother-

in-law, Washi n Smyth, a
ﬁma.omm%on of 'In-
dependence, who married Sally’s sister,
Frances Mitchel Grigby.

Since 1834 a portion of the land has
passed from generation to generation
down to McLemore and his brothers and
sisters. Some of these mrs were
their great-grandmother . Orton,
grandparcuts, Rev. Alfred Cuthbert
amdand 3 I Augusl:usmmtli1 ?(;mtg

: » IVY: _ an

moved to Erin. Qut here in the ‘stomps’
is the old syrup house and tater house.
Do.you know what a stomp is?”’

Yes, I knew. We had a stomp between
our back yard and field where the cows
gathered in the evenings around a cow
chip smoke,

*“We used to shear sheep and butcher
hogs out there under the big beech and
magnolia trees,” he said. ““The well you
see qut there with the wood.curb around
it is the one used to water the livestock.’’
" We got up and walked to the back of
the dog trot. “We had a well back here
with the porch built around it where we
kept butter and milk cool. Here’s the
water shelf where-Daddy kept his water
bucket, dipper and wash pan. He kept
his lantern hanging here on the wall
where it was handy since he started his
da_;lrhbefom l'8s.hl:t|1c:l( hanging th

e corn mop ere
was not an original, he told me. ““I built
this one for the Jasper County Historical
Commission. The old sugar mill is gone
but we're setting up another one out
there Dgfird the Historical Commissi 'tc_)n.

¢ Yy Was a very progressive farmer
for his time, the first one in the
neighborhood to have a telephone or
radio. And the first gas lights. The tank
would hold 200 pounds of carbide that
would last about a year.”
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As we moved from room to room in .
_ theoldhouse.lwasamazedatﬂlegood £
2 ill, condition and fine workmanship of the
at Pi - ity old plank doors built by Alfred Cuthbert

twonatiral havens from enemies and storms. favorites with | ingbirds as ~J I : : -
Amassofcotartngied with oucysackleor — well, - e | S| e—
Virginia creeper is a detriment to mischic- ; 2k 302 N. Chariton,

Do

vous cats. Easter red codar, with its thick _ - R . Woodbville, TX Sims, or ““Uncle Cub’” as many people | %
called him. A wooden window shutter

. Trees #s a Food Somrce : ; _ _ = m iz slid a5 smoothly in its tract as it did in
g Ty hrubs are an important source of 9:15 Early Childhood Fitm  9-11:00 McKinney Heard Museum . | - | ' there. i oy side kitchen was used in later
dﬂm&&tﬁf@mm porat: - . 10:00 Day Care Center fitm  Tour : " separate structure from the house,
prowcin-rich seeds. Qaks, whose acoms are ; 10:45 Wee Wisdom Film - Monday Nov, 18, 1991 i We ended up in the fireplace room,

: ; 0 ; . . : . " - where I saw a cowhide bottom chair that
catcn by woodpeckers and blue jays, are varicty 2:00 Liule Eagle's NestFilm 10:00 Retired Teachers meeting t £ Mz, Too M i
sought ont by 35 other species of birds in- ; : . I alle r .Car ~ was part o » Ivy McLemore's in-
clading chidkadecs, tiermi ceding i : . . Erxidav Nov, 8, 1991 - . basswood (Tilia carol!ma__ga) as heritance. .
1:00 St Paul's School 9:00 Early Childhood Film u - McLemore more properly identified it. After leaving the house, we drove

10:00 Day Care Center Film ¥ l-leshﬂc::uliiI hslovFvaﬁerspmdmg 30 years nol!_tu!l I:n;famro;d;o that lays on tLhﬂc west

- - : z with the U. S. Forest Service. portio € property across the small

1090 Doy Coe Contr Pl Eridas Nome22.1991 | s i the L rc by i the - wooden, e over Spring Braneh o
" . i i i w (- €T DI -

10:45 Wee Wisdom Film 1:00 St Paul's School tle ' Walnut Run, or South Prong, was

. Allan Shivers Board washed out. We walked a short distance
130 . Shi Wednesday Nov, 27, 1991 west of the road, and that’s where
Meeting = 10:00 Day Care Center Film

. McLemore showed me the old original
SAVOr f21sins, carents, apples and oranges. Thursday Nov. 14,1991  2:00 Liule Eagles Nest Film . wagon road used by the first settlers. As
(anmeqphmbnsaﬂcuuhemmge 2:00 Books delivered to both Thursday Nov, 28, 1991 _ --1.took. riot 4 the road leads up to the creek, the deep
ito chunks before offering it at the feeder. S o _ _ : - “the. tree, biit tour the okd place, On:the cut or trench, where the wagon whieels
Woodpeckess, chickadees, jays and others nursing homes’ Closed Thanksgiving Day ‘ ign designating the property cut into the steep embankment, is. sl

Orher foodstuffs for the feeder include: 1:00 ° St. Panl's School amily program;:stating - -.\Bobby McL ] ably-proy ; : =1 b
Fix ' Erhehge oriiEntenes o g CITIZENS 5 2
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Celebrate the Centennial of the
Tyler County Courthouse
November 26 - 5 p.m.
Lighting of the Square
Special Programs
Discounts - Prizes
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fight

| eral times to stay out of his territory. One

day I heard there was to be a pick up of
eight sacks of liquor-at-his crossing. His
truck driver was the onewhohad passedon

‘his wamings, so I knew exactly where they

| would be going. It would have been to

have waited and arrested the driver, when
he came into Mission with the liquor, but I
decided to go and see just what that smug-
gler would do at the crossing.

I guess what I was really trying to do

| was show him that this was not his territory
Wt and that we wouldcome to the river in spite

I've tried to tell this story many times,

- but each time, after reading what I wrote,

Iput it in file #13.
Some times at night I think about it and
wonder what, or if, I did wrong.
You see, this was the only gun fight I
was in during my 24 years in the US.
Border Patrol, in which a woman was

""involved. :

During Prohibition, when most of my

- gun fights took place, many of the old

Pancho Villa gang still lived in Camargo,
Mexico, and continued to smuggle. They
had their' own men and regular crossing
spots on the river, where their customers
wouid meet them.

Below Mission, however, where the
Military Highway was sometimes five miles
from the river, the smugglers had to bring
the liquor to the highway, where trucks
would be waiting for their cargo. .

Of course, all Border Patrolmen were
warned repeatedly not to go south of this
highway. The Mexicans still considered it
part of Mexico and would shoot at any
officer foolish enough to do so.

At the time of my story, I was in charge
of the Patrol Station at Mission. I had one
older man, who had been with me before I
got my promotion, and eight new men,
someonly afew monthsinthe service. One
of these young men was almost ready for
his final examination. We had been in a
couple of gun fights together, and he was

good.
vay'l‘here was one smuggler, especially
dangerous, who had sent word to me sev-

of his wamings.

Taking my old officer, Harry Helmke,
and the young probationer with me, we
drove up the hlghwz:l)]f and hid the car, then
walked to a spot on the river just below the
proposed crossing, where we could see the
sandbars on either side.

From our hiding place we could see the
neat wagon trail the smugglers had cut
down the bank on the Mexican side. On the
U. S. side, their landing spot was in the
middie of the sand bar. From there a trail
led down to the end of the bar, then up the
river bank at an angle with bushes on either
side. Itthe ran along the rivera ways before

cutting straight to the highway. Our hiding

place was just below the spot, where the
trail left the sand bar and started up the
bank. . - .- i
I was hidden in somfe brush near the
river, Harry a short distance back of me,
where he'could see across the river, and the
young man about thirty feet below us. He
was to watch for a man climbing a tree to
look across the river and spot intruders.
We hadn’t been there long before we
heard people coming down to the river on
the opposite side. We could hear a wagon
and several men talking. We also heard a
woman’s voice, but I didn’t see her.
What I did see was the man in charge,

- the smuggler who had sent me so many

warnings. I had seen him many times in
Mission. He was carrying arifle and telling
the other men what to do. First he sent a
young man down river fo climb an Alamo
tree and check out the scene on the U. S.
side. After the young man obviously gave
him aclear sign, he directed his men topull
a boat from behind some bushes and put it

Big Thicket hunters need permits
—Muzzeloaders, Shotguns allowed—

As deer hunting season gets under way,
Big Thicket National Preserve Superinten-
dent Ronald R. Switzer reminds hunters
that special regulations apply ona all areas
managed by the Preserve.

Only hunters carrying a valid permit
issued by thePreserve in addition to a state
hunting license, can legally hunt in these
areas, and a copy of the permit must be
displayed on the dashboard of the hunter’s
vehicle. :

For those holding permits, bunting is
limited to theBeaumont, Beech Creek, Big
Sandy Creek, Jack Gore Baygall, Lance
Rosier and the Neches Bottom Units. No
additional poermits are available for the
cament hunting season.

Switzer further stated that humters in

LI
LX)

these units should remember that perma-
nent deer stands or other structures, deer
feeders or other baiting devices, the use of
dogs, camping in hunting areas and the
possession of alcohol while hunting are all
prohibited. All firearms must be completely
unloaded while in a moving vehicle orboat
and are prohibited anywhere within the
Preserve before orafterlegal hunting hours.
Only .22 rim fire rifles, shotguns or muzzle-
l' g rifles are authorized within the

Preserve, Inaddition, all hunters must wear

atleast400 suare inches of "hunter orange”

- clothing. According to Switzer, park rang-

ers will be watching hunting areas closely
to ensure compliance with these regula-
tions.

“Our first concemn is for the safety of
hunters and visitors during the hunting
season,” Switzer said. “We are also con-
cerned, howeveér, thit the Preserve Hunt-
ing Program ensure that the resonrces are
protected and that no-hunter has an unfair

Patrolmen battled
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irst two men with rifles got

lastly, twd sacks of liquor were put in. -
‘When'the boat landed on our side, one

" of the guards walked to the fir end of the
sand bar, the other to our end just below -

where the trail led up the bank rightin front
of our hiding spot. o

I fully expected him to come up:the
trail, but instead the first thing he did I saw
was reach up and put his rifle on top of the
bank, right m front of me. I could almost
touch it. Next, the man's head came up
over the bank, his left hand holdingon toa
bush, He watched the trail for a couple of
minutes then started to get on top of the
bank. Just as he tarned to climb up, he saw
me. He grabbed hisrifle with hisrighthand
and tried to line it up with his left. T was in
a position to shoot fast or die.

I knew if I shot, Harry would too. He
had his sights on the boss across the river.
Thadnoidea what the young man woulddo.
But I did what I had practiced doing so
many times during my training. I pulled the
trigger. Harry's shot was like an echo,
followed almost instantly By the young
probationer’s.

Now that my victim had fallen away
from the bank, I could see the boss man
lying on the bank across the river. The
guard from the upper end of the sand bar
came running back, calling to the boat
man, who had unloaded his two sacks of
liquor, to wait for him. The boat man,
however, was already on his way, and
when I shot the boat full of holes, ke
decided to swim back to Mexico. .

As a last resort, the poor guard turned to

822520 PR

ustom Jewlery Made To Order from 14 Karat
Gold, Sterling Silver, Precious. Stones, Diamonds,
Gems. Large Selection Of Handmade Jewelry
In Stock Now for Christmas

advantage over other hunters who follow

the rules.” _ heE

tions co i ig Thicket
intmmomn-( D9) 839-2689 or
tacting any National Psrk Ranger.
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' didn’tknow what our young map had shot
. at, bur'as he walked.out a liftle’ distance

down river, Ipresumed it was atthé manin
Tasked Harry to go over and destroy the
two sacks of liquor, while I'wafched the
haﬂbeen.Justashegqttoﬂlqgggghgg,mg .
out from down river, just about where. the
man in the tree had been. Whea Tlooked
stillused black powder, and it dlways made
abigg!oud.lcoﬂdalsoseemqgaw(nnan
outof sight. As1 waited for héxnext move,
the young man shot. I saw her fall,

No, 1 didn’t shoot that woman, but there
is no doubt that I would have, if she had
been in my sights, as I was responsible for
Halrry, whomﬂhad send o:;gn m’esand%

1suppose thie woman had been with:
youngman in the tree, and whenliefell, she
got his rifle and tried to shoot one of us. T
don’t know who her target wis or that it

really matters.

@ .

We just threw the guard’s two rifles in -

the river and left before a crowd gathered
on the far side. - - o
I-don’t know for sure that the gang

reformed after their chief and three of his
men were killed, and possibly that woman,
but I do know we didn’t hear of any more
liquor being smuggled across:the river at
that point. S .

That was well over 50 years ago, but 1
stil think about it and wonder.. :
L
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By Mary C. Jotinston

bmitted to the Echo by its
special -education tedacher- in
0'.
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“Eclio,- supplement 1o -the Woodsman of Woodville, Tx.

ing *‘good deer hunters, who planted and
Aped crops of comn, -and being honest

and ‘peaceful.”, TheBidais were moved
to the Brazos. Reservation in 1854 and

- then to Oklahoma. Many Atakapans fell

0 has . written mimérpus + Victim: to disease, while others intermar-
‘agés on the mdjanqngast ried-into the Alabama-Coushatta tnbes

terest in these Indians.came
realized she was teaching

. . The'Caddo Confederacy was compris-

ry.in her class’éach  ed of approximately 24 tribes organized

Thicket: where shie liv:

‘into-3 units. They spoke a common Cad-
0" laniguage with ‘minor dialectal dif-
erences and populated the Gulf Coast,

primarily in the north fringes of the Big

Thicket. Their society, although

remembered as well-developed, produc-
ve;: agricultural’ and highly cultural,
emonstrated hjghly barbaric

cs. | .
/Caddo tribes were organized along
matriarchal lines; hence, women had

W

gredt authority and respect. Political of- -

Caddoes were unique because ‘all tribal

m ‘performed specific tasks to
the well-being of the communi-
- Their political and social

, . marriage was
, respected, but Caddoes practiced:
polygyny, whereby a man inherited his
dead brother’s wife and children.
-Destroying ynwanted children at birth
-'Was an acceptable custom. Tribal

.- shamans had . great powers_ and

£}

¢-+ sometimes commanded cruel medical

* " treatments. Repeated failures, however,

_Th Atakapan-spmlungl dians lived
The ‘ n \7
between the’Caddoes and thé coast;and
occupied--a” stretch. of ' territory * from
Louisiana,.across the Sabine, and.as'fa .
as the Thnity and.-San -Jacinto -Rivers.
These tribes were'considered dim reflec-

tions of Caddo grandeur. 2

d:througliout ‘the fegipnz\\?m
wing Atakapan  tribes: <

could result in their deaths.

. War preparations were elaborate.
Caddoes warriors took scalps and pro-
udly displayed them on.their bodies or in
their doorways as - ‘symbol of valor.

- Women and children often assisted in
‘torturing prisoners of war,

* Spirituality was an important dimen-

sion in Caddo life.~They believed in a
God figure who punished evil and
rewarded ‘good. This God originated
from a strange legend about a mother

- and her two daughters, one of whom

was a pure virgin, the other a monster.

the Large ceremonial centers, earthen

mounds with square or rectangular flat
taps, ' we~ distinguishing features in

.. Caddo communities. Political power was
. -interlaced with spiritual demands on the

‘buffalo and
‘or food; they

Washad. T ' &
Eaily explofers Cabeza de
onso de Leon, La Salle and Frenig

rs de Bellisle, who wrote a

= people controlled by religious leaders.

"~ Caddo people loved tatoos and

-/ painted up for special occasions. Women
-painted themselves from the waist up in

- colored streaks, while men painted their

d’ bodies for war, using a vermillion color

and bear grease. Shells, bones, feathers
and pretty stones were worn in the ears
and hair. Caddoes became eager con-
sumers of European gee-gaws, glass
beads and metal trinkets, when traders
entered their world.
The word ““Texas” originated from
Caddo word *“Tayshas”, meaning
iefid.” Although some of the first ex-
lorers were exposed to barbaric treat-
nt, as a whole, this group of Indians
¢ friendly -to the white. men. The
ibes weakened dramatically when ex-
posed to disease, and again a few inter-
..m%ged into the Alabama-Coushatta
The, strongest’ record of Caddo ex-
appears. only in.

I
)

In the early, 1800°s, the proud and
peaceful Alabamas craftily traded with
both the Spanish and the French. Their
first home was on the Alabama River,

and both the river and the state were

named after them. Due to increased en-
croachments of white settlers, the
A!a_baxpas moved westward, but the tribe
;namtamed neutrality and lived peaceful-
y. A

In 1840 the Congress of the Republic -
of Texas granted them two leagues . of
land. A few months later, the Indians
awkardly discovered white settlers on
their territory and so they drifted’ fur-
ther, finally settling on land owned by
James Barclay on Horse Pen Creek in
Tyler County, Texas. In 1854, the state
of Texas purchased 1,110 acres for their
use as a reservation.

‘The Alabamas could have chosen
force. Instead, they practiced patience, -
restraint and diplomacy. Attempts were
made to move the tribe to the Lower
Brazos_R:serve, but in 1858, unrest and
the indiscriminate shooting of Indians in
that area influenced Governor Runnels
to protect their transfer and establish a
permanent reservation for them in East -
Texas. The site exists to this day in Polk
County, where it has become a popular

-tourist site, )

- Coushatias
The Coushatta tribe loyally supported
the colonists in 1813 as they battled the
Spaniards near San Antonio. For their

faithful service the Indians were repaid _

with nothing but broken promises. ~

1%

A merii dians vy(a*ik’thé.fpréét§ in harmony

Since 1763, the Coushattas were torc-
-ed to move from place to place. Beginn-
ing near the Alabama River, they moved
first to Lousiana and then into Texas,
blazing a vital trail into Spanish Texas
early in the I19th Century - from the
Sabine River to La Bahia, known as the
“Coushatta Trace.”
. In 1830 Coushatta existence reached
its peak. About 600 Indians in three in-
. dependent coummunities farmed,
~hunted and traded with white settlers.
g Texas” War For Independence,
the Coushattas fed and cared for fleeing
white refugees. The 1840’s, however,
found the tribes on the move again, as
settlers attempted to claim the land. The
Republic of Texas® Congress granted the
:Jndians two leagues of land, which never
materialized

In 1855 the Texas Legislature granted
the Coushattas 640 acres of land, and’
again, they never saw it.

_The Alabama Indians, aware of their
plight, welcomed the Coushattas to their
reservation in 1859. In 1928, the United
States Congress increased the size of the
reservation to 4,181 acrés and issued the
deed to the “‘Alabama-Coushattas.”

_ The passage of time and the coloniza-
tion of the New World has not dealt
kindly with the Indian peoples. Sadly,
this is also true for their natural habitat,
the Thicket, for the last isolated stands
of virgin pine are now found on the
Alabama-Coushatta reserve. It appears
sutlillm gentle tribes  walk in harmony
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{.—ENTRANCE. & MUSEUM. jeiras
STORE: Enter the Village through the. -

viuscum Store, where you’ll find an in-
iriguing collection of unique country

crafts, an outstanding selection of books A

dealing with the history of the area, and
1Nany unusual gift items.

L. —-WHITMEYER GENEALOGY
LIBRARY: Research your Tyler County
roots right here at the Village. Share in-
‘ormation through our Genealogy
Register, use our microfithe and
microfilm readers, browse through our

growing collection of family histories T

and books.
3.—EXHIBITION ROOM: Monthly ex-

hibits are shown in this room to further . B

explain the history of Tyler County that *

is. being preserved in the Village.
JEAKIILAM JEWELRY SHOP:
‘Tdlented jewelry designer John Killam
demonstrates early methods of jewelry
making for visitors, while operating his
custom jewelry business. Many of his
designs are found exclusively in the
Museum Store.

5.—JUSTICE OF THE PEACE: The
IP’s duties once included assaying
minerals, performing marriage
ceremonics and handing out punishment
to criminals. Former Wocdville City
Magistrate and Border Patrolman T.E.
Phillips offers interesting evidence of his
colorful careers for Village visitors.
6.—PAWN SHOP: Old time mechanicat
money banks in the window invite
visitors inside, where a wide variety of
treasures can be found that stir memories
oT days gone by.

7.—WAGON SHOP: Plans are under
way for reworking this area into a wagon
shop and Tack Room.

8.—TEXAS DINNER BELL FAC-
TORY. "The traditional triangle, which
rang across pioneer lands both as an
alarm and a chow time ““come and get
it’”’, is made here for sale at the Museum
Store and in specialty shops coast to
coast.

9.—POST OFFICE: There really was a
Pluck Post Office, and Willie Reinhardt
was the last Postmaster for the little mill
town near Corrigan in Polk County. In-
side fixtures of our reconstruction came
from the original.

10.—~BARBER SHOP: If you wanted a
Saturday night bath, this century old
barber shop could accommodate you in
the back room._The 1836 copper tub
once belonged to a Jefferson, Texas,
blacksmith. The century old fixtures of

the shop included two chairs, which -

could be laid back and revolved, but not
raised or lowered.
11.—SHERIFF'S OFFICE AND JAIL:
Every town had one, of course. The
Village’s offering is a replica of the type
of facilities one might have found in ear-
ly Tyler County days. :
12.—BLACKSMITH SHOP: In use in
Colmesneil in the late 1800’s, this shopis
now the home of the East Texas
Blacksmith Alliance. Village Blacksmiths
fire up the forge whenever a touring
Zroup is expected, inviting them to share
in what was once one of the most impor-
ant businesses in any town.
{1.—CANE GRINDER AND SYRUP
MILL: Horses or mules were used to
tumn the grinders through which sugar
cine.was squeezed before the slow pro-
cess of cooking the juice into a-delectable
svrup. In the shed beyond is an old
wagon donated.by the Jate . Gov. Allan
* Shivers, a famous Woodvillc spn. .
' 1.~TOLAR CABIN: Built by Robert
Tolar for his bride in 1866 and donatec
wy his ancestors; the cibin’
s fhembers cooked - theil
anen fire well into the:

and dopaied - -

ed the medallion of the Texas Historical
- Commission in 1964.

15.—CHEROKEE CHURCH:
Established in 1860 and rebuilt in 1912,

Cherokee Church served the entire com- .

munity northwest of Woodville for
many years. The church building, which
served a Baptist congregation from
1936-1986, was dismantled and rebuilt at
the Village in 1990, ‘ -

16.—RAILROAD DEPOT: Materials
for this depot came from the 1890 station
in Hillister. The loop hanging on the out-

“side wall held the Order Stick, which the ‘

Station Master would hold qut to a pass-
ing train so orders, information and
outgoing mail could be picked up
without the train having to slow down.
17.—COLLIER STORE: Much 6f the
original material and-furnishings are in-
cluded in’ the reconstruction: of this
general store, built in Town Bluff in.1863
by Zacharia-Cowart Collier. =

18.—TURKEY CREEK INN: A teplica

ly hostelry looked like in

Egmi_shings are ~being
rated- by- Phebe
» _' .

* 23.—SEAMSTRESS SHOP:

e - defighth
ipany-the handsor_ne L

Open Seve;i ':Ii)ays
A Week

officing off the lobby of the local hotel.
20.—SALOON: Even a little town like
. Woodyville once had a saloon. In fact at
one time, it had-several. But our Village
will have only one,.off the hotel lobby

and behind the Apothecary. .
21.—APOTHECARY SHOP: In an old
time drug store, oily preseriptions and
home remedies were sold. The prescrip-
tion counter here.is-from a drug store in
Rockland, which was once a thriving mill
town and the terminus of the railroad
from Beaumont,

22.—PHYSICJIAN'S OFFICE: Dr. and
Mrs. Gayle Burton of Woodville are cur-

rently researching "early Tyler County -

physicians to . authenticate the refur-
bishing of this office. R
e-

creation of an 1875-85 Shop, which in its
day was a genteel way for a lady to earn

a ‘living. Joseph Gerrietts .and his .
mothef, Martha Stark, of Houston are -
.- responsible. for the research and far-

nighings ‘of this shop,> which- .offcrs: a

 of fashion, -

erated this chair factory inBurkeville intil.

1964, whenitwasdonatedtothe Village by -
~'his family, Besides being the best’chair -

maker in this ‘part-of the country, Miller

27:-INDUSTRIAL'AREA, Soon to be the

home of the Mattress Factory, Seed Sepa-
rator.and other early machinery n to

keep an early Village operating. . .

28.-WHISKEY STILL: Once shamefully -

- was also a-fienius in fabricating thé ina- -
chiinery he.neéded to-make those chairs;

located right outside the school house, the

Whiskey -Still is now tucked back im
tewoods, where it can no longer'corrupt
young souls af recess, ST

29.-LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE: In
early days, all grades were taught by one
teacher, and the.older students helped the
younger ones with their lessons, .~

30.-PICNIC AREA: Nestled in the woods
is a delightful picnic area, where visitors
who wish (o “brown bag” it can rclax-and
enjoy. ” ‘

31.-POTTERY BARN: Now the workshop -

of Potter Judith Haney, this-log barn do-
nated by the Dowden Family was once
used as a smoke house in the Pleasant Hill
Community near Spurger. :
32.-SHINGLE SPLITTING: Village Vol-
unteer Ewell Wood demonstrates the pio-
neer method of splitti ¥shinglesandbmld-
ing a sturdy cedar roof. .

33.-LOG UTILITY SHED. Junior Histori-

ans, sponsored by the Tyler County Heri- -

tage Society, dismantled and reassembled
this century-old structare, donated by the
Tolar family of the Pleasant Hill Commu-

nity. .
MIZCANTH.,EYERLOG BARN: This 140
year old log barn ‘came from Peach Tree
Village, once the home of famed timber
and oil baron, John Heary Kirby.
35.-DEMONSTRATIONBARN: Sinceold
time craft demonstrations are the life line
of the Village, this open pole bam offers a
|s)herfect spot forlarge gatherings and work-
ops. :

36.-PICKETT HOUSE: Country cooking
is the bill of fare in this world famous
eatery, housed in-a turi-of-the-century
school house. Open daily with an all-you-.
can-cat menu of fried chicken, dumphinigs,
fresh vegetables and fruit cobblers. The
antique circus posters inside are from, the
collection of Bubba Voss of Orange. .

37.-HAMM: HOUSE: Donated by the.

Hamm Family of Town Bluff, thisca. 1876

home is being restored as a Nature Ceater
atthe head of the Big Woods Hiking Trails.
38.-BIG WOODS HIKING TRAILS: This
11.5 acres of well-marked hiking trails

offer most of the ecological treasures that
can be found in the Big Thicket National:
Preserve, which frequenily works witlithe

@
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Village in preseating special programs.
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